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NO  I. 

“  But  Jehoiada  waxed  oM^  and  was  full  of  days 
“  when  he  died;  an  hundred  and  thirty  years 
“  old  was  he  when  he  died.  And  they  buried 
“  him  in  the  city  of  David  among  the  kingSy 
“  became  he  he  had  done  good  in  Jsraely  both 
“  toward  Gody  and  toward  his  house,^^— 
2  Chron.  xxiv.  15  and  16. 


Few  o' jects  present  to  the  mind  a  greater  variety 
of  instructive  ideas,  than  the  last  end  of  a  great  and  a 
good  man.  'I'he  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of-  glory, 
■when  it  is  found  in  the  way  of  righteousness.  An 
old  man  naturally  leads  the'mind  to  the  consideration 
of  that  which  is  past.  The  obj‘-ct  before  «s  was  once 
ybungi.and  in  the  gaiety  and  vigour  of  youth;  in  the 
aihportant  affairs  of  the  neighbourhood,  or  nation',' that 
man  oncc'took  'an  active  and  decided  part.  He  hat 
oiitlived  his  cotnpanions^his  assistants^Uhd'oppo* 
Voi.  II.  H  h 
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nents— ^and  in  many  cases  his  comforts.  He'  is  now 
dropping)  or  has  just  dropped,  into  the  grave — into 
'  that  grave  where,  in  a  variety  of  respects,  he  shall  be 
as  though  he  had  never  been. 

But  though  he  has  ceased  to  act,  or  even  to  be 
seen,  is  he  entirely  forgotten?  or  have  his  actions 
ceased  to  produce  any  effect?  By  no  meani.  The 
righteous  shall  be  held  in  everlasting  renaembrance* 
The  memory  of  those,  particularly  who  have  fi'led 
public  stations,  shall  be  long  recorded,  and  the  inflU' 
ence  of  both  &eir  character  and  conduct,  shall  be  ex¬ 
tended  from  generation  to  generation.  A  second 
life,  with  additional  glory  and  vigour,  shall  be  thus 
enjoyed;  and  while  the  names  of  the  worthless  and 
the  wicked  shall  be  lost,  or  preserved,  only  as  objects 
of  public  abhorrence,  the  fame  of  the  wise  and  the 
good  shall  grow  brighter  and  brighter.  Jehoiada, 
whose  name  heads  this  paper,  will  afford  both  proof 
and  illustration  of  these  general  observations. 

Jehoiada  lived  to  a  great  age,  an  uncommon  age,  for 
the  present  or  that  period  of  the  world — he  lived  130 
years.  Tire  utmost  verge  of  human  life  was  then,  as 
'  it  is  now,  from  60  to  80.  Much  sovereignty,  indeed, 
is  displayed  in  lengthening  or  shortening  men's  lives. 
One  is  cut  off  in  infancy— another  falls,  in  the  bloom 
of  youth— a  third  is  arrested  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
to  all  appearance  in  the  very  midst  of  his  usefulness 
—and  a  fourth,  but  only  one  in  the  thousand,  outlives 
all  his  cotemporaries,  and  sums  up  80  or  90  years. 
Why  one  man  is  tut  off  in  this  period,  and  another  id 


e 


that,  we  cannot  tell.  Our  Creator  and  preserver  is 
sovereign— he  plants  and  he  plucks  up-^he  kills  and 
he  makes  alive,  just  as  he  pleaseth. 

Jehoiada  was  an  old  man,  an  exceeding  old  man^ 
when  he  died;  he  was  130  years;  was  bom  in  the 
da\  s  of  Solomon;  had  seen  six  entire  reigns;  had  seen 
at  least  three  complete  generations;  had  long  ago  bu¬ 
ried  all  the  companions  of  his  youth,  and  many,  also, 
who  were  bom  after  he  was  ranked  among  the  old 
men.  What  a  variety  of  changes  must  he  have  wit^ 
nessed  and  passed  through.  Long  before  he  depart¬ 
ed,  he  stood,  the  venerable,  and  likely  the  solitary 
remains  of  generations  which  were  past*  •  ' 

It  is  the  latter  part  of  his  life  which  is  distinguish¬ 
ed,  or  even  known  in  history.  His  name  b  not  so 
much  as  found  in  the  sacred  record,  till  he  must  have 

A 

been  an  old  man.  He  is  mentioned,  for  the  first  time 
(chapt.  xxii.  11.),  when  Athaliah  made  an  attempt  to 
slay  all  the  seed  royal;  and  he  is  mentioned  then, 
only  accidentally,  as  the  husband  of  the  daughter  of 
ting  Jehoram,  who  stole  away  Joash,  and  thus  pre¬ 
served  *his  life.  It  is  not  till  six  years  after,  that  he 
is  mentioned  as  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  church  or  nation. 

The  same  sovereignty  which  marks  the  boundaries 
of  our  life,  marks  also  the  times  and  places  of  our 
usefulness,  and  the  degree  of  publicity  which  our  ac¬ 
tions  and  life  shall  enjoy.  During  what,  in  all  ordi¬ 
nary  cases,  is  the  best  and  most  active  part  of  life,  Je- 
hoiada's  name  is  not  so  much  as  mentioned  in  the  hi&- 


272  >  Sacred  History. 

♦  .  ' 

tory  of  his  country.  He  was,  without  doubt,  even 

then  a  good  man,  and  active  and  useful.  But  of  his 
activity  anjl  usefulness  the  Holy  .Ghost  has  given  us 
no  account.  Tiie  annals  of  eternity,  not  the  annals 
of  time,  are  to  record  the  first  part  of  his  history.  It 
was  only  after  he  was  100  years  old,  that  he  was  dis* 
tioguished  as  a  public  character.  Let  us  here  in* 
dulge  ourselves  in  one  speculation  only>-As  a  good 
man,  and  a  good  priest,  how  did  he  feel  during  the 
wicked  and  idolatrous  governments  of  Jehoram,  Aha- 
ziab,  and  Athaliah^  Did  he  not  suppose  that  his  grey 
hairs  were  to  go  down  to  the  grave  with  sorrow,  be- 
of  the  desolations  of  the  house  of  his  God?  Did 
he  not  frequently  ask  himself,  why  he  was  so  hardly 
dealt  with,  in  having  outlived  the  happy  days  of  Asah 
f?.nd  Jehoshaphat?  Little  did  he  think  that  the  last 
part  of  his  days,  the  very  dregs  of  life,  were  to  be  the 
most  glorious.-— That,  like  the  summer  sun,  which 
had  been  long  obscured  by  black  and  stormy  clouds, 
he  was  to  burst  forth  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  give 
lights  and  llfe^  and  energy  to  a  whole  nation. 

Will  our  readers  now^open  their  bibles,  and  with 
us  contemplate  the  zeal  and  assiduity  of  this  worthy 
hero,  wh;-n  the  time  approached  in  which  he  was  to 
act?  In  the  preceding  chapter,  the  Holy  Ghost  ex¬ 
presses,  in  abouc  twenty-one  sentences,  matter  which 
would  have  been,  by  any  other  historian,  spread  over 
double  that  number  of  folio  pages.  In  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  that  chapter,  Jehoiadu  appears— 


Jehoiada 


To  have  been  a  man  capable  of  forming  a  plan,  and 
who  ksew  'when  to  act.  He  waited  patiently  six 
years — that  in  that  time  men  might  think  for  them* 
selves,  and  feel  the  usurpation  of  Athaliah.  In'  the 
seventh  year,  he  took  the  captains  of  hundreds,  and, 
with  admirable  expedition  apd  secrecy,  went  about 
in  Judah,  and  gathered  the  Levites  out  .  of.,  alt 
the  cities  of  Judah,  and  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of 
Israel;  and  they  came  to  Jerusalem.  .He  thus  pre¬ 
pared  his  work  before  hand,  and  did  not  begin  tiU  he 
was  ready. 

His  influence  on  this  occasion  was  extensive->nearr 
ly  universal.  The  captains  readily  associated  with 
him.  The  Levites  and  the  chief  of  the  fathers  came, 
at  his  call  to  Jerusalem.  The  Levites  and  a//.  Judah 
did  according  to  all  things  which  Jehoiada  had. com¬ 
manded;  Thus  the  words  of.the  wise  were  for  once 

•  i 

heard  in  quiet— respect  was'  paid  to  the  hoary  head 
—obedience  given’  to  the  commands  of  the  father. . 

faith  in  the  divine  promise  is  also  conspicuous* 
—“Behold,”  says  he,  in  his  address  to  the  people,, 
“the  king’s  son  shall  reign  as  tkc  Lord  hath  said  of 
the  sons  of  David.**  v.  4;  David  shall  never  want  a 
man  of  his  own  body  begotten  to  set  upon  his  throne. 
The  government  being  seized  by  an  usurper  for  a  few 
years,  does  not  destroy  the  right  of  the  lawful  heir; 
nor  is  the  promise  less  to  be  relied  upon.  ^  God  hath 
said  SO;  and  so,  and  it  shall  be.— However  stron^y 
fortified  the  usurper  may  be,  she  must  down— GodV 
Word  cannot  fail. 

Hh3 
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His  fiiety  and  fiatriotiam  shine  here  also  bright. 
These,  in  this  case,  were  united,  and  are- what  give 
the  whole  of  of  these  transactions  their  chief  excel¬ 
lence.  A  solemn  oath  is  entered  into  with  the  kingj 
before  any  thing  is  done  in  his  favour.  The  matter 
was  to  be  done  in  the  temple,  which  might  occasion 
come  breach  of  rule,  and  the  necessity  of  the  case 
might  seem  to  excuse  it;  but  special  order  is  given 
that  nope  of  the' people,  ondcr  pain  of  death,  should 
come  into  the  temple,  but  the  priests  and  lievites  who 
wer^  holy.  vs.  6  and  7*  When  the  king  is  crowned, 
the  Testimony V  or  the  Law  of  Moses,  is  put  into  his 
hands.  This  was  the  magna  charta-~the  bill  of  rights: 
«->the  supreme  law,  which  was  to  regulate  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  rulers,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  the  ruled. 
And  the  whole  is  closed  'by  the  king  and  the  people- 
entering  into  a  solemn  covenant,  that  they  would  be- 
die  Lord*s  people.— **And  Jehoiada  made  a  covenant' 
between  him,  and  between  all  the  people,  and  be- 

V 

tween  the  king,  dtat  they  should  be  the  Lors's  peo« 


Through' the  whofe  of  the  transactions,  his  rr«o/M' 
/ton  was  undduntetf*  He  had  ventured  his  head,  but 
it  was  in  a  good  cause;  he  therefore  went  on  boldly. 
He  brought  forth  the  king—die  gave  him  the.  Testi^ 
snony— he.  brought  forth  the  captains-  of  hundreds; 
and  said  to  them  concerning  Athaliah— ^Have  her 
forth  of  the  rani^Sy  and  whosoever 'foUowetMier>fo^ 
fiuB.  be  slaih  with  die  swwrd.’^ 


^hohda, 


*  \ 

For  wisdom  and  prudence;  for  piety  and  patriot' 
ism;  and  for  unshaken  fortitude^  this  illustrious  cha> 
racter  was  distinguished:  And  all  these  virtues,  and 
all  these  graces,  shone  in  him'  in  their  full  vigour, 
when  he  was  far.  in  the  decline  of  life — upwards  of 
one  hundred  years  old.  ^ 

Only  one  observation  more,  and  that  one  cannot 
be  made  without  pain,  though  it  still  adds  lustre  tO’- 
our  hero:— 

He  was  distinguished  as  the  on/jr  person  of  the  age, 
who  had  piety  and  influence  enough  to  preserve  the 
v/orship  of  God  in  its  purity,  chapt.  xxiv.  ^^And 
Joash  did  that  wAtrA  tra^  right  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  all  the  days  of  Jehoiada  the  priest;"  and  17* 
and  18.  **Now,  after  the  death  of  Jehoiada  came  the 
princes  of  Judah,  and  made  obeisance  to  the  king:  ' 
then  the  king  hearkened  unto  them.  And  they  left- 
the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  and* 
served  groves  and  idols:,  and  wrath  came  upon  Ju* 
dah  and  Jerusalem  for  this  their  trespass."  He  was  ' 
thus  a  singular  character,  indeed.  The  whole  pros- • 
perity  of  the  ehurch,  and  safety  of  the  whole  nation, 
depended  on  this  one  maw,  '  He  appears  to  have-been, 
the  only  living  man— he  was  at  least- the  only  livings 
courtier,  of  the  agfe.-  What  energy  and  life  must  he.’ 
have  possessed;  and  what  a  blessing  must-  God  have-' 
put  upon  his'lahours,  when  he  waa  able  to  move  suclt> 
a. mass  of  dead  matter.— Verily  one  maniafre^uent^- 
worth  a- thousands  . 
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HIDDEN  THINGS  OF  DARKNESS  TO  BE 
BROUGHT  TO  LIGHT. 


« 


Therefore  judge  nothing  before  the  time^  mid 
“  the  Lord  come y  who  both  will  bring  to  light 
“  the  hidden  things  of  darkness  ^  and  will  make 
“  manifest  the  counsels  of  the  hearts;  and  then 
shall  every  man  have  praise  of  God.^^— 
I  Corinth,  iv.  5. 


Akd  is  it  true  that  there  is  a  time  coming,  when  | 
God  shall  bring  the  hidden  things  of  darkness  to  light,  ■ 
and  make  manifest  the  counsels  of  the  heart?  What  I 
discoveries  wiU’be  then  made!  Discoveries,  also,  in  Ij 
which. w6  will  be  all  deeply  interested.  Let  us  just  ] 
glance  at  a  few  of  them. 

The  truth  of  our  Lord’s  declaration  about  the 
worth  of  the  human  soul,  will  then  be  evident— What 
shall  it  proBt  a  naan  if  he  sh-dll  gain  the  whole  world 
and'lose  his  own  Soul?  'or  'what  shall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  soul?  The  doctrine  herein  contain¬ 
ed  is  practically' ridiculed  by  the  majority  even  of 
professed  Christians.  You  hav  , .  mv’  friend,  houst  9 
or  land,  or  cattle,  friends  or  companions,  and  a  thou¬ 
sand  little  pursuits  connected  with  these.  The^c  oc¬ 
cupy  all  your  attention;  and  the  soul,  and  the  great^ 
important  concerns  of  eternity,  arc  neglected...and 
thus  lost.  'When  God  shall  bring  th^hidden  things 
of  darkness  to  light,  you  will  think  diflFerently  I 
from -'what  you  now  do  about  the  value  of  those 
different  objects.  It  will  then  be  seen  who  was  the 
wise  man  and  who  was  the  fool;  the  man  who  pre* 


^77 


to  he  broi^ht  to  ~ Light, 


f’aned  Sahbaths;  who  took  God's  name  in  vain;  who 
lived  without  prayer;  who  despised  every  thing  sa¬ 
cred?  or  the  man  who,  from  a  principle  of  love  to 
(iod,  reverenced  all  his  ordinances?  Then  shall  yc— 
even  you  careless  and  prophant— you.  shall  return, 
and  discern  betwixt  the  righteous  and  the  wicked; 
betwixi  him  who  serveth  God,  and  him  who  serveth 
him  not. 

The  paths  of  destruction  and  death  shall  then  be 
stripped  of  all  their  charms.  It  will  then  afibrd  no 
censolation  to  have  perished  with  the  crowd— to  havo 
lost  the  soul  in  company  with  the  rich  and  the  ho¬ 
nourable;  and  the  men  of  standing  and  influence  in 
the  world— the  merriment  of  the  tea-party  and  the 
ball-room— the  luxury,  of  the  banquet— the  glory  of 
the  camp— and  even. the  dignity  and  afiluence  of  the 
imperial  court,  will  have  lust  their,  bewitching  influ¬ 
ence.  How  will  the  wise  men  of  the  world  stand 


amazed  at  their  consummate  stupidity!  How  gladly 
would  Dives  exchange  situations  with  Lazarus! 

All  our  plans,  and  all  our  motives,  will  then  be 
niade  manifest.  Whattliscovenes!  It  is  wis<?ly  oi> 
clcred,  that  in  the  present  state  of  existence,  mtc  know 
not  one  another's  thoughts.  Were  the  thoughts  of 
the  best  designing  only  laid  open  for  a  few  days  or 
hours  to  their  most  intimate  friends,  all  society  would 
be  at  an  end.  One  man  having  confidence  in  ano¬ 
ther  would  not  be  known.  But  when  the  present 
system  ends,  the  reason  for  the  concealment  will  not 


^ny  longer  exist. 


And  as  our  motives  or  principles 
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of  actions,  are  what  properly  make  our  actions  the  ob- 
ject-of  reward  or  punishment,  a  disclosure  of  these 
hidden  springs  will  then  be  ncxbssary.  The  true 
reason  why  we  formed  this  or  the  other  plan — why 
.we  praised  or  blamed  this  or  the  other  action— why 
-we  opposed  or  supported  this  or  the  other  acquain* 
tance  or  party,  will  then  be  disclosed.  Do  you  know, 
gospel  hearer,  with  what  design  you  attend  this  or  the 
other  sermon— or  externally  unite  in  this  or  the  other 

act  of  devotion?  It  may  be^that  you  frec^uently  do  not 

*  "  1 

Know.  And  sometimes,  also»  you  know  very  well 
that  the  design  is  not  such  as  God  wil  lapprove— but 
whether  you  know  or  not  it  will  be  no  secret  that  day. 
When  ^’pu  my  friend  entered  into  such  an  engage* 
ment  by  word  or  writing,  was  not  the  real  reason 
very  different  from  the  ’  ostensible?  Your  hypocrisy 
and  double  dealing  will  on  that  day  be  fully  exposed. 

In  the  present  state  of  existence,  we  are  frequently 
terribly  duped  by  names.  In  worldly  matters,  ava* 
rice  often  passes  for  industry— parsimony  for  econo¬ 
my— licentiousnass  for  liberty — ^levity  for  ease  of 
mind — sound  for  sense— and  low  cunning  for  wis¬ 
dom.  In  the  church,  also,  the  same  deception  is 
played.  A  perfect  indifference  about  every;  article 
of  revealed  truth,  frequently  passes  for  charity  of  the 
highest  grade.  The  being  able  to  ta^K  and  dispute, 
for  piety— feeling,  for  sentiment.  Great  anxiety 
'  for  our  own  honour,  and  our  own  humour,  and  our 
own  party,  often  goes  for  faking  a  deep  interest  in 
advancing  Messiah's  kingdom.  And  evil  speaking 


^0  be  brought  to  Light. 


^actually  raking  together  all  the  bad  stories, which 
we  can  collect— true  or  false,  it  makes  no  matter-~ 
this  passes  very  current  for  contending  earnestly  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  But  when  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness  are  brought  to  light,  all 
those  principles  will.get  thefr  right  name*  The.  sys¬ 
tems  of  iniquity  by  which  the  characters  of  the  most 
worthy  part  of  the  community  are  now  frequently 
mnrdered,  shall  then  be  exposed; 

The  folly  and  wickedness  of  the  most  of  the  for¬ 
mers  and  leaders  of  parties  in. both  the  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  world  will  then  be  manifested.  Look  at  the 
state  of  Europe  for  the  last  twenty  years.  What  mil- 
Hc^s  of  brethren  have  shed  one  another's  blood! 
What  extensiv^e  fields  and  populous  cities  have  been 
desolated!  What  agonies,  what  diseases,  what  mis¬ 
eries  of  every  kind  have  been  felt  by  the  honest  and 
peaceful  labourer— and  the  widow  and  the  fatherless! 
And  for  what?  only  to  gratify  the  vanity,  pr^  some¬ 
thing  worse  of  a  few  who  are  called  kings  and  em, 
perors.  The  liberty  of  the  land  or  the  liberty  of  the 
seas— or  seamen's  or  landmen's  rights— or  any  other 
thing  in  which  the  welfare  of  men  generally  is  concern¬ 
ed,  has  not  been  so  much  as  known  in  all  these  strug¬ 
gles  and  destructions.  And  yet,  what  we  ourselves 
have  seen,  is  nothing  more  than  what  has  been  car* 
lying  on  for  nearly  six  thousand  years— ever  since 
men  had  intercourse  with  men.  Well?  Well!  The 
hidden  things  of  darkness  will  be  brought  to  light 
one  day~and  then  every  man  whether  high  or  low^ 


iStt  Sidd^tfmgs  of Darhims^^e, 


whether  the  ruler  of  a  monarchy  6r  a  republic,  shall 
have  his  full  share  of^ik  allotted  him. 

Nor  has  the  kingdom  of  the  prince  of  peace  esca* 
ped  similar  ravages— it  also  has  b^en  and  still  is  the 
prey  of  the  wicked  passions  of  the  human  heart.  “It 
is  imposible”  says  our  Lord«  **but  that  offences  will 
come  but  woe',  unto  him  through  whom  they  come. 
It  wei%  better  lor  him,  that  a  millstone  were  hanged 
about  his  neck,  and  be  cast  into  the  sea,  than  that  he 
should  offend  one  of  these  little  ones.”  It  has  hitherto 
always  been,  and  likely  always  will  continue  to  be,  in 
the  most  of  cases  extremely  hard  to  say  who  is 
the  cause  of  offence — but  when  the  hidden  things  of 
darkness  are  brought  to '  light  there  will  be  no  diffi¬ 
culty.  Who 4s  the  heretic,  or  who  is  the  schismatic 
—who  is  the  apostate,  or  who  is  the  faithful — who  is 
the  Achamin  the  camp,  or  the  troubler  either  within 
Or  without  the  little  or  the  large  society,  will  be  the 
questions  which  will  be  then  easily  decided.  Every 
raan*s  inside  shall  be  turned  out. 

What  consummate  folly  is  every  species  of  deceit? 
AVhat  shall  the  political— ^or  commercial— .>r  religious 
hypocrite  have  gained  in  the  day  that  the  hidden 
things- of  darkness  are  brought  to' light?  How  short 
is  the  period  of  the  most  successful  dect  piion!  at  the 
utmost  only  three  score,  or  four  score  years— in  the 
most  of  cases  not  so- many  months. 

There  is^no  such  thing  as  an  honest  man  in  God’s 
account  till  he  is  new  made— created  anew-  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Till  the  heart  is  new  made  it  is  deceitful  a* 
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bove  all  things  and  dejperately  wicked.  Reader  be 
anxious  to  all  things  to  be  thus  changed.  Hear;ahd 
plead  God’s’  promise  made  and  provided  for  such  a ' 
case.  “Then  will,”  &c.  &c.  Eze.  xxxvi.  25 — 27. 

Believer  in  Jesus  whose  character  is  traduced — • 
whose  most  benevolent  exertions  are  evil  spoken  of— - 
take  courage  and  comfort.  Lift  up  your  head,  for  the 
day  of  your  redemption  and  justification  draweth  ' 
nigh.  “Blessed  are  ye,”  &c.;  &c.  Matt.  v.  11  and  12. 
“Beloved  think  it  not,”  &c.  &c.  1  Pet.  iv.  12 — 19.  ^ 


In  our  last  year’s  vol.  page  241,  we  inserted  a 
Circular  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  general  duty  of  supporting  the  gos¬ 
pel.  This,  as  might  have  been  expected,  has  occa¬ 
sioned  considerable  uneasiness  in  different  sections 
of  that  church.  The  following  circular  is  intended 
as  an  answer  to  the  most  popular  and  powerful  ob¬ 
jections  which  have  been  made, against  it.  As  Edi¬ 
tors  of  a  work  intended  for  general  instruction,  we 
only  observe— that  the  subject  is  by  no  means  of  a 
local  nature:*  It  is  one  in  which  all  the  churches,  of 
every  name,  arc  deeply  interested.  And  as  we  have 
already  observed,  on  another  occasion,^  (VoL  ii,;  p. 
185)  it  is  our  decided  opinion,  that  the  sin  of  our 
churches  generally,  in  not  supporting  the  gospel,  is 
the  real  cause  of  aJl  the  other  evils  under  which  we 
all  labour.  There  are,  indeed,  towards  the  close  of. 

VoL.  1 1.  '  I  i 
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the  last  part  of  the  follotving  letter,  some  personali¬ 
ties,  which,  perhaps,  inight  hav^  been  omitted.— 
But  when, we  fight  Indians,  we  must  adopt  their  own 
mode  of  warfare. 


CIRCULAR 


To  the  Session  and  Congregation  of'Ebehexer, 

DEAR  BRETHREN, 

In  compliance  with  your  peti¬ 
tion  and  representation,  we  were  appointed  by  the 
Presbytery,  as  committee  to  address  to  you  a  letter, 
relative  to  your  opinions  of  the  circular  letter  of 
Presbyteiy,  on  the  subject  of  supporting  the  gospel; 
and  to  state  to  you,  according  to  your  request,  the 
mind  of  the. Presbytery,  as  contained  in  that  Letter. 
We  know  well,  that  in  the  church,  **It  must  needs 
be,  that  offences  will  come”— but,  let  each  of  us 
take  heed,'  that  we  partake  not  of  that  “woe’*  of 
“him  by  whom  they  come.**  We  hope,  you  do 
not  xaillingly  incline  to  find  fault,  with  either  Mr. 

'  Bishop,  or,  the  Presbytery:  and,  as  Christians,  you 
would  wish  to  cherish  that  **love**  which  **cover8 
the  multitude  cf  sins,**  and  to  “bear  one  another*s 
burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.** 
You  will,  therefore,  seriously  examine,  and  be  ve¬ 
ry  sure,  there  is  sufficient  gpound,  before  you  find 
fault— and  especial^  such  fault)  that  you  cannot  at- 
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tend  on  the  sanctuary  of  God.  It  is  dangerous 
tnfling  with  God’s  institutions.  If  we  neglect 
them,  when  dispensed  in  their  purity— what  secu¬ 
rity  hav'e  we,  that  God  will  not  give  us  up,  to  false 
doctrine,  and  to  corrupt  worship— or  in  the  em¬ 
phatic  language  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  **to  believe  a 
lie?”  And  such  is  his  usual  mode  of  dealing  with' 
those  who  do  not  cease  to  hear  the  instrncdon  that 
causeth  to  err  from  the  words  of  knowledge.” 

We  apprehend  whatever  uneasiness  may  have 
taken  place  among  you,  arising  from  -  the  letter  of 
presbytery,  must  have  originated,  either  from  your 
not  understanding  it,  or  from  your  reading  it  un¬ 
der  the  strong  force  of  prejudice,  or  prepossession; 
We  shall,  therefore,  to  remove  your  uneasiness, 
endeavour  to  give  you,  according  to  yobr  request, 
**plain  and  direct  answers”  to  the  questions  con¬ 
tained  in  your  representation  and  petition. 

“1st.  Is  it  the  opinion  of -Presbytery,  that  the 
tenth  part  of  every  man’s  yearly  income  should  be 
devoted  to  religious  purposes,  as  was  the  case  un¬ 
der  the  Jewish  dispensation?” 

Answer.  We  believe  this  is  not  the  opinion  of 
the  Presbytery.  And  are  also  pretty  confident, 
that  this 'principle  is  not  contained  in  their  Circu¬ 
lar  Letter. 

On  looking  over  that  letter  the  only  passage  on 
which  the  principle  contained  in  the  inquiry  can 
.  be  founded,  is,  we  apprehend,  in  page  4th.  ‘‘It  is  . 
plain,  also,  that  the  Apostle  when  enforcing  the 
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general  duty,  gives  .a  rule  with  respect  to  quantity, 
and  a  rule  of  a  sinnilar  nature  with  that  which  was  in 
in  use  under  the  Old  Testament  dispensation— E- 
very  manisto  give  as  God  has  prospered  him.  Rom. 
16.  2.  And  he  who,  &c.  2  Cor.  9.' 6.  It  is  very  true, 
that  this  scriptural  rule  has  been  very  much  abused, 
and  particularly  in  the  established  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.*’  Now,  we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  con- 
I  ceive  how  the  doctrine  of  tithes  can  be  built  upon 
these  expressions.  The  expressions  themselves 
I  state— *‘That  this  scriptural  rule  (viz.  the  rule  giv- 
,  en  by  the  Apostle — ^That  every  man  shall  give  as 
God  hath  prospered  him)  has  been,  very  much  a- 
bused,  and  particularly,  in  the  established  church 
of  England.**  Now",  how  has  that  church. abused 
the  rule  of  the  Apostle?  Truly,  in  the  ^‘manner*’  in 
'  which  it  has  been  applied:  first,  in  requiring  of  ev- 

«t'v  one  the  tenth,  of  his  nroduce:  and  seronr11<r 

,  .  . 

requiring  this  for  the  support  of  a  system  ol  doc¬ 
trine  and  worship,  which  many  of  those  who  pay, 
disapprove.  Thus  the  letter  states,  that  this  rule 
has  been  abvtsed  in  a  double  sense.  ^ 

But  farther:  If  these  observations  should  not 
be  thought  sufficient;  what  puls  it  beyond  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  doubt  that  that  I.etter  does  not  main¬ 
tain  the  doctrine  of  tithes,  is,  the  expressions  used 
in  the  Letter  a  litde  subsequent  to'  those  quoted 
already,  where  it  is  expressly  stated — “The  Apos¬ 
tle  leaves  the  matter  to  God  and  every  man’s  own 
conscience.  And  as  the  Apostle  has  left  it,  so  wc 
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leave  it."  No  man,  we  are  persuaded,  in  his  sound 
senses,  can  read  these  passages  and  imagine  the 
Presbytery  desigjied  to  establish  the  doctrine  of 
tithes,  unless  he  believes  jdso;  that  the  Apostle  in 
the  passage  already  referred  to,  establishes  that 
doctrine.  On  this  enquiry,  we  therefore  hope 
the  above  observations  will  be  deemed  satisfacto- 

ly.  ^  . 

‘‘2d.  Are  all  to  be  considered  as  excluded  frotn 
the  communion  of  the  Associate  Reformed  church, 
who  do  not  acquiesce  in  ah  thatis  t^ontained  inthat . 
Letter?”  ,  ‘ 

Answer.  No.  It  was  never  ihiaghied  by.  Pres¬ 
bytery,  but,  that  many  wpuld  even^objectto. seve¬ 
ral  things  in  that  letter,  through  their  not  having  the  - 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted  tvith'several  things  ■ 
treated  of  therein,  as  the  Presbytery  were. .  Npr  • 
had  the  Presbytery  the  most  distant  thought  of  u- 
sing  that  letter  as  the  test  of  admittance  to,  or  ex¬ 
clusion  from  communion.  On  the  contrary,  their 
principles  of  communion  are  declared  and  estab¬ 
lished  in  their  Confession  and  Standards.  No  ' 
such  idea,  therefore,  ever  entered  the  mind  of  the 
Presbytery  in  their  publication  of  that  letter.  .  It 
was  merely  to  give  their  people  information^  Ott 
the  general  duty  of  supporting  the, gospel,  and  thaj 
liberally,  with  the  good  things  of  this  life,  which 
God  in  his  providence,  hath  .given  them  to -pos¬ 
sess.  -  V 
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Your  third  and  last  enquiry  is^ 

**3d.  Are  not  expressions  and  insinuations  q- 
sed  in  the  second  paragraph  of  page  5th  which 
are  too  harsh,  and  vague,  and  general?** 

Answer.  We  apprehend  not.  On  reading  that 
paragraph  we  discover  it  states,  “with  respect  to 
the  quality  of  your  offerings  there  is  much  need  of 
'reformation. — But  with  respect- to , the  house  of 
God,  what  is  on  hand,  with  many  of  you,  must  do, 
or  the  church' for  them  will  stand  desolate.**  These 
we  imagine,  are  the  “vague  and  general  expres¬ 
sions  and  insinuations**^ alluded  to  in  the  inquiry. 
But  is  not  the  statement  in  the  letter  a  fact?  If  it 
is  not  so  with  many  of  you  in  Ebehtzer  congrega¬ 
tion,  we  are  well  aware  it  is  so  with  respect  to  “ma¬ 
ny**  elsewhere.  Tf  your  consciences  in  this  res¬ 
pect  can  clear  yourselves,  then  the  general  expres¬ 
sions  and  insinuations  are  not  applicable  to  you;  and 
why  should  you  find  fault?  To  others  in  other  pla¬ 
ces,  they  may  be  applicable,  and  may  to  them  be, 
also,  profitable. 

Yet,  are  there  not  expressions  and  insinuations 
•too. “harsh!**  Now,  we  confess,  we  are  not  able  to 
"■discover  any  great  harshness  in  the  expressions 
'there  used;  The  above  irregularity,  with  regard 
I  to  the  quality  of  their  offerings,  is  referred  to  their 
•  own  consciences.  If,  in  the  judgment  of  that  con¬ 
science,  enlightened  by '  the  word  of  God,  they 
stand  condemned  of  thus  acting  unfairly  with  God, 
where  is  the  harshness  of  stiling  such  dishonest 
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and  unfair  dealers  with  .God  and  their  own  con- 
sciences— '“workers  of  deceit?*’  Or  where  the 
harshness  of  referring  them  to  that  portion  of 
Scripture  that  condemns  such  conduct.’  And'this 
is  all  that  the  Presbytery  has  done. 

And  now- we  submit  the  answers  to  your  en¬ 
quiries,  to  your  own  hearts.  Reflect  upon  these 
things,  in  the  exercise  of  cool  unbiassed  delibera¬ 
tion,  and  that  Christian  charity  which  “rejoiceth 
not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth,’*  and 
we  then  hope  that  you,  with  ourselves,  will  be  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  Presbytery,  in  that  letter;  have  on¬ 
ly  illustrated  from  Scripture,  the  great  duty  of 
Christians,  liberally  and  cheerfully  to  support  and 
encourage  the  Gospel  in  its  purity  and  simfflicity. 

To  God  we  commit  you,  and  the  cause  of  Zi¬ 
on.  Dear  Christian  brethren,  farewell. 

TOHN  STEELE, 

THOMAS  BUTLER 
THO.MAS  SHAW, 

Flemingsbur^',  \2th  of  jiugust^  A.  D.  1813 


Members  of  the 
Committee.- 


P.  S.  As  my  name  and  conduct  have  been  almost 
inseparably  connected  with  all  the  discussions,  both 
public  and  private,  which  have^jdemanded  the 
above  letter,  a  few  observations  t^my  own  cannot 
be  considered  as  presumptuouie  I  honestly  ac- 
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knowledge  I  planned  and  wrote  the  first  draught  of 
the  former  very  offensive  circular.  But,  in  direct 
opposition  to  \yhat  has  again  and  again  been  so  con< 
fidently  asserted,  I  DENY,  that  I  then,  or  at  any 
time  either  before  or  after,  believed  or  said,  that  the 
old  Jewish'tythe>1aw.was  still  bindings  and.ought  to 
be  enforced  on^hristians — much  lessj  that  the  gos 
pel  ought  still  to  be  .supported  by  alaw  similar  to  the 
Virginian  ty the- law,  or  to  the  law  by  which  the 
Episcopal  church  is  yet  supported  in^England  and- 
Ireland.  Ail  assertions  and  insinuations  to  that 
amount  are  direct  lies. 

In  planning  that  letter,  aind  in  proposing  it  to 
i Presbytery,  my  design  was,. as  I  then  said — to 
have  brought  into  one  view  as  much  scripture  as  ■ 
could  possibly  be  made  to  be^r  upon, this  subject:  ■ 

And  my  reason  for  this  plan  .was,  as  I  then  said - 

that,  some  way  or  other,  both  preachers  and  peo¬ 
ple  appeared  tahave  lost  sight  of  scriptural  autho¬ 
rity  in  this  case,  as  the  most  of  what  was  now  ei-  • 
ther  said  or  written'  on  the  subject,'  turned  more 
on  expediency^  or  a  sense  of  equity,  than  direct, . 
plain,  and  positive  scripture  proof. 

My  sentiments  aboutithe  quantity  which  Chris¬ 
tian  men  ought,  to  give  to  the  support  of  the  gos-  • 
pel,  and  other,  pious  uses,  at  the  time  that  letter  < 
was  proposed,  Md  for  some  time  after,  w.ere  the 
same  with  those  of  Rev.  John  Brown,  late  of  Had  -  - 
dingtoh.  In  his  Larger  Catechism, : under  the. 
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eighth  commandment,  he  hath  the  following  ques- 
tions  and  answers: 

“Q.  By  what  lawful  means  are  we  to  pro* 
mote  our  own  wealth?  5  A.  By  choosing  lawful 
and  suitable  caillihgs,  diligence  in  them,  and  prayer 
for  God’s  blessing  on  our  labour;  by  a  prudent 
and  frugal  use  of  outward  enjoyments;  by  re¬ 
quiring  our 'just  dues,  and  rendering  to  every  one 
their  due,  especially  to  the  Lord.  Q.  How  are 
we  to  give  our  wealth  to  the  Lord?  A.  By  setting 
opart  sufficient  time  for  his  worship  on  our  labour¬ 
ing  days;  and  giving  of  our  substance  to  support 
ministers,  -teachers,  and  the  poor,  1  Cor.  is.  14. 
Q.  How  is  this  a  mean  of  promoting  our  wealth? 
A,  As  what  is  thus  given  from  love  to  the  Lord, 
is  lent  to  him,  and  he  will  repay  it  with  usury, 
Prov.  xix.  17.  Q.  How  doth  the  Lord  repay  what 
ia'tVti.-  1-..*  .n  A.  Ry  stjccaedlnw  and  di" 

fccting  our  endeavours"  to  gain  inore;  and  wonder¬ 
fully  providing  for  us  or  our  posterity,  when  redu* 
ced  to  straits,  Hag.  ix.  19.  Psal.  xxxvii.  25,  26. 
Q.  In  what  proportion  ought  we  ordinarily  to  give 
to  the  poor,  and  other  pious  uses?  A.  It  seems 
most  agreeable  to  scripture,  to  give,  if  possiblry 
-bout  a  tenth  fiart  of  our  income  at  least,  Gen. 

20.  and  x::viii.  2£.  Q.  Hov/  may  we  be  able 
to  spare  so  much?  A.  By  labouring  diligently  in 
«ur  callings,  and  retrenching  all  unnecessar}’  ex¬ 
penses  in  our  diet,  clothes,  &c.  Q.  Wherein  licth 
the  evil  of  expending  oh  vain  apparel,  unnecessary 
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food,  furniture,  &c.  what  should  be  set  apart  for 
iwo'us  uses?  A.  Hereby  we  'murder  the  poor,  ba* 
nish  the  gospel,  starve  the  ministers  of  Christ,  and 
souls  of  men)  that  our  intemperance,  pride,  and 
other  lusts,  may  be  satisfied,  Neh«  xiiit  10,11. 
Mai.  iii.  8,  9.**  ^  , 

As  this  worthy  man  taught  others,  so  he  himself 
acted.  In  the  short  account  which  we  have  of  his 
dying  sayings,  we  find  him  addressing  his  two  sons 
in  these  words:  ^ 

*‘I  know  not  whether  ever  I  shall  see  you  toge* 
ther  again  or  not;  but.  Oh!  labour^  labour  to  wia 
souls  to  Christ;— there  is  none  like  Christ,— there 
is  none  like  Christ,— there  is  none  like  Christ!— I 
am  sure  a  poor  worthless  wretch  he  hath  had  of  mt} 
but  a  precious,  superlatively  precious  Christ  I  have 
had  of  Hitn»  Never  grudge  either  purse  or  person 
for  Christ;  I  can  say  tbia,  that  I  nearer  waa  a  loser  by 
any  time  spent,  or  by  any  money  given,  for  him.” 

And  in  the  sketch  which  we  have  of  his  character, 

✓ 

we  have  this  paragraph:— 

“In  charity,  he  was  exemplary.  His  income 
froin  his  congregation  was  but  small.  For  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  the  sum  he  received  was  only  40l. 
.fier  annum^  and  it  never  exceeded  501.;  but,  with 
what  he  possessed, -his  aim  was  to  do  good  to  all, 
especially  the  household  of  faith.  It  was  his  opin¬ 
ion,  that  every  man  is  bound  to  devote  at  least  the 
tenth  part  of  his  income  to  pious  purposes;  and, 
though  he  had  a  numerous  family,  he  often  ex- 
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cceded  this  proportion.  Ife  exercised  a  frugality  in 
his  expenses  upon  his  own  person,  which  some  of 
his  brethren  thought  was  extreme.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  his  sole  design  in  denying  himself 
some  of  the  '  ornaments  or  comforts  of  life,  was 
that  he  might,be  more  able  to  supply  the  necessities 
of  others.  When  he  had  opportunity,  his  alms  were 
commonly  accompanied  with  good  counsel)  that, 
while  the  body  was  supplied,  the  soul  might  be 
saved.  To  poor  congregations  who  wished  for  a 
collection  from  his  people,  rather  than  oppress 
them  (being-few,  and  generally  poor),  he,  severd 
times,  sent  considerable  sums  out  of  his  own  pock* 
et;  and  frequently  he  caused  the  heart  of  the  wi* 
dow  to  sing  for  joy.  Disgusted  with  ostentation  in 
others,  the  alms  which  he  himself  gave  were  so  se* 
secretly  distributed,  that  they  were  seldom  made 
known,  unless  by  those  who  partook  of  his  libera* ' 
lity.’»  * 

I  believed  then,  it  seems,  with  Mr.  Brown, 
that  every  man  ought  to  give  at  least  the  tenth  of 
his  income-to  pious  uses--*and  what  is  this  but  the 
old  Irish  and  Virginian  tythe-law?  Look,  and  think 
again.  There  is  at  least  one  gp’eat  leading  differ* 
ence.  Since  ever  I  thought  any  thing  on  these 
subjects,  I 'was  convinced  that  this  is  one  of  those 
subjects  over  which  no  civil  or  ecclesiastic  law  can 
possibly  have  any  controul.  •Charities,  of  every 
description,  belong  to  what  civilians  call  imfier/eet 
Tightti  i.  e.  rights  which,  though  binding  on  the 


392  To  the'SessAon  and  .Congregation 


conscience,  can  be  regulated  only  by  a  tnan*s  owq 
conscience,  and  his  God.  Hence  we  have  no  evi¬ 
dence,  that  even  among  the  Jews,  the  constituted 
authorities,  in  either  church  or  state,  exacted  the 
tythes  or  the  first  fruits,  any  other  way  than  by 
shewing  to  the  understanding  and  the  conscience 
what  was  every  man*s  duty.  • 

But  this  is  not  all:  I  do  not  now  believe,  nor 
■  did  I  for  some  considerable  time  before  that,  letter 
'  was  published,  believe,  that  the  tenth  is  the  scrip¬ 
tural  proportion.  The  honest  and  attentive. mem¬ 
bers  of  Presbytery  can,'  and  do  attest,  that  when 
the  letter  was  under  considerarion  for  the  last  timej 
I  gave  it  as  my  decided  opinion~“that  no  parti- 
.  cular  proportion  can  be  a  just'^and .  an  universal 
rule,  unless  there  are  some  other  great  and  leading 
rules,  which  will  preserve  the  estates  and  incomes 
of  all  the  members  of  the  community  nearly  equal.” 
Whoever  looks  into  the  civil  policy  of  the  Jews, 
will  see  that  one  great  design  of  all  their  judicial 
law,  was  to  preserve,  as  nearly  as  possible,  an  e- 
quality  of  wealth,  and  to  keep. them  from  being  a 
commercial  people.  Hence  one  proportion  applied 
nearly  equally  to  all.  But  in  such  a  state  of  society 
as  is  in  England  and  the  United  States,  it  never 
will  apply  fairly.  The  apostle’s. rule,  however,  the 
rule  which  is  given  in  that  hated  letter,  will  apply 
to  all  states  of  society,  all  the  world  over.  “Let 
every  man  give  as  God  hath  prospered  him.”  A 
Kan,  for  instance,  who  has  one  thousand  dollars  of 
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clear  yearly  income,  if  he  lives  as  a  Christian  ought 
to  live,  may  with  greater  ease  give  a  seventh  or  a 
fifth,  than  a  man  whq^has  only  8300  can  give  a 
twentieth  or  a  thirtieth.  But  whatever  is  fixed 

I 

upon  as  the  proportion,  be  it  a  fifth,  or  a  tenth,  or 
twentieth,  it  is  a  matter  which  rests  wholly  with  a 
manV conscience,  and  his  God. 

Fathers  and  Brethren,  hear  only  a  word  or  two 
more. — You  have,  in  all  your  heart-sorrows  on  the 
present  subject,  been  be_wildered  by  the  influence 
of  an  old,  designing  man.  You  are  honest,  but 
you  are  led  ast/ay  by  one  who  is  master  of  all  the 
arts  of  deceit.  I  an\  counted  your  enemy  and  his 
enemy,  because  I  tell  you  the  truth;  but  to  truth  I 
freely  sacrifice  my  popularity,  and  agreeable  social 
inteixourse,  which  I  formerly  enjoyed  with  you, 
aiid.other  Christian  friends.  The  lip  of  truth  shall 
be  established  for  ever;  but  a  lying  tongue  is  but 
for  a  momen^. 

It  is  to  many  of  you  extremely  painful  to  wit¬ 
ness  any  thing  like  an  attack  upon  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  an  old  man,  whom  you  fconsider  as 
your  father.  But  look  at  it  the  other  way— it  is 
equally  wicked  in  the  father  to  murder,  and  mur¬ 
der  systematically  and  deliberately,  for  years,  his 
sons,  and  everyone  of  his  sons,  in  every  case, 
when  he  is  bold  enough  to  have  in  any  one  thing  a 
mind  of  his  own. 

The  truth  is,  the  same  Spirit  works  now,  and 
has  all  along  wrought,  which  wrought  twenty  ycara 
ago,  in  the  Trannsylvania  Presbytery.  The  mm 
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.  tvho  was  then -deposed  for  slandering  his  brethren, 
but  who  contrived  to  arrest  your  attention,  and  the 
attention  of  many  other  good  men,  by  a  great  noise 
about  Watts’s  Psalms,  now  carries  on  the  same 
*  trade  in  the  same.way.  You  were-then,  and  you 
are  n^w,  just  the  dupes  of  his  artifice— .Nay,  the 
Associate  Reformed  Synod  must  have,  some  way 
or  other,  been  imposed  upon,  cr  a  man  of  Mr.. 
Rankin’s  character  would  never  have ‘been  on  the 
list  of  her  members. 

I  remain,  sincerely,  your’s, 

'ROBERT  H.  BISHOP. 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

(Continued  from  page  36r.) 

In  the  second  Report  of  the  Bristol  Society,  are  in¬ 
serted  two  letters,  from  which  extracts  are  given  ,  in 
the  Appendix.  One  of  these  letters  is  from  the  Rev. 
P.  M.'Procterj  of  Newlandjl  Forest  of  Dean, ^Glou¬ 
cestershire,  and  is  addressed  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  , 

“  I  did  not  expect,”  he  says,  “to  have  had  occa¬ 
sion  to  address  you  again  so  soon;  but  immediately 
on  the  arrival  of  your  valuable  present  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  I  was  surrounded  by  so  many  earnest 
applicants,  that  in  six  days  all  the  Bibles  were  dis¬ 
posed  of.  The  price  put  upon  them,  appeared  to  en¬ 
hance  their  value;  and  so  anxious  were  the  poor  to 
have  them,  that  many  borrowed  the  money  through 
fear  of  losing  the  opportunity.— ‘Thank  God!  I  have 
, '  at  last  got  a  Bible,*  was  their  heartfelt  exclamation. 
They  considered  it  a  blessing  and  a  treasure.  . 
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“  The  effects  already  excited  by  the  circulation,  of 
the  Scriptures  among  us,have  been  very, conspicuous. 

I  have  unexpectedly  found  individuals  with  their  Bir 
ble.s  before  them.  A-com'paratiyely  very  full  attend¬ 
ance  at  public  worship  appears  to  have  been  already 
produced  by  the  powerful  word  of  Qod;*  and  an  ac¬ 
cession  of  eighteen  communicants)  shews  an  interest 
and  emulation  to  partake  of  that  happiness  which  a 
conformity  with' the.  precepts  of  Christ  alone  can  in¬ 
spire  and  secure.  During  my  regular  inquiries  intO' 
the  use  made  of  the  BibleS)  various,  interest  in  the 
subject  has  been-  of  course  disclosed;  but  I  .find  that 
a  favourable  idea  may  be  formed  of  it.  Many  in¬ 
stances  of  a’daily  perusal  have  appeared,  and  some 
zealously  use  their  newly  acquired  treasure. — Scarce¬ 
ly  a  solitary  instance  of  abuse  has  been  discovered, 
and  a .  very  gfreat  proportion  of  the  books  are  well 
covered.  A  numerous  body  of  poor  individuals  are 
daily  gaining  an  increasing  knowledge  of  the  world- 
of  life,  and  many  are  the'  blessings  and  thanksgivings 
which  ensue.  The  joy  testified  by  some  for  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  becoming  acquainted^  with  God’s  word 
is  very  great.” 

The  other  letter,  in  requesting  a  furtl^r  supply  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments ‘for  the  soldiery,  states: 

'  ‘‘  Last  ^Friday  we  gave  away  a  few  Testaments  fur¬ 
nished  by  a  friend.  Several  soldiers  went  away  dis¬ 
appointed,  who  had  applied  the  Friday  before,  as  oar 
stock  was  soon  exhausted.  A  pious  soldier  told  me, 
I  should  ,  be  surprised  to  sec  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  among- his  co.nrades,  as  twenty  may  be 
found  at  one  time,  while  on  gitard,  employed  in  read¬ 
ing  their  Bibles.  He  added,  “You  cannot  conceive 
the  good  that  is  doing  among  us.’’  ” 

^  •  In  this  natural  effect  of  the  increased  dlslrlbumon  of  iL? 
Sc/iptares,  we  iniy  see  the  erm^e  of  the  increased  circulation  rd' 
the  Prayer  vviiich  appears  to  have  taken  place.  Person:^ 
who  are  led  to  church,  naturally, desire  to  have  the  book  contain- 
tug*  the  services  of  the  church. 
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The  iuformattop  contained  in  the  following  t\vo 
letters  is  iinportaut.  ,  The  first  is  from  the  Rev.  John 
Owen,  Chaplain-general,  to  the  Right  Hon.  N.  Van- 
sittart. ' 

“  The  sick  of  Lord  Wellington's  army  are  sent  to 
Lisbon.  Provision  of  the  Scriptures^  &c.  has  been' 
made  by  government  for  the  English  troops  in  the 
hospitals  there;  but  the  German  Legion,  who  are  in 
great  force  in  Portugal,  and  have  many  sick  in  the 
same  hospitals  with  the  English  soldiers,  are  wholly 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures.  If,  therefore,  the  Bible 
Society  should  see  fit  to  consign  some  Testaments  in 
the  German  tongue  to  the  Rev.  James  Allott,  Chap¬ 
lain  to  the  Forces,  at  the  General  Hospital,-  Lisbon, 
I  can  be  answerable  for  the  zeal  and  attention  of  that 
gentleman  in  applying  and  presertung  the  books  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  charge.'* 

The  second  is  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dakins,  the 
Chaplain- general's  Assistant,  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Bible  Society. 

I  have  received  from  the  Depository  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  confined  by  sickness  and  convalescent,  at 
Royal  York  Hospital,  Chelsea,  £0  French,  20  Dutch, 
and  100  German  Testaments;  and  1  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Society  for  this  sup¬ 
ply,  so  valuable  and  so  iiTipoitant.  I  will  put  them 
into  the  hands  cf  the  German  Legion,  and  other  fo¬ 
reigners  serving  his  Alajesty,  myself;  and  I  will  add 
a  few  words  of  advice  and  exhortation  at  thb  same 
time.  The  good  that  is  done  by  thus  circulating  the 
Scriptures  is  incalculalde.  Government  has  sup- 
plied'the  Barracks  and  other  Hospitals  with  Com¬ 
mon  Prayers,  English  Testaments,  and  Bibles;  and  a 
selection  of  Religious  Tracts,  from  the  list  published 
by  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge, 
has  been  made,  tmd  sanctioned  by  the  Archbishops 
and  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  circulated  with  the 
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Bibles.  And  It  affords  me  the  most  heartfelt  satis- 
fari'ion  to  be  enabled  to  say,  that  the  poor  sick  sol-’ 
(iiers  receive  the  books  with  expressions  of  thankful¬ 
ness  and  gratitude;  and,  instead  of  idling  their  time 
away  in  unseemly,  or  spending  it  in  wicked,  co^iver- 
sation,  they' are  frequendy  seen  forming  srpall  parties^ 
and  reading  the  Bible  and  the  religious  tracts  to  each 
other. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  two  Pound  ^ 
notes  as  my  mite  towards  your  excellent  and  truly 
Christian  design,  and  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to 
insert  my  name  as  subscribing  one  Guinea  annually.” 

The  followingdett^s  have  reference  to  the  prison¬ 
ers  of  v/ar  in  this  country,  and  with  these  we  shall  . 

close  our  extracts.  • 

« 

Translation  of  a  Letter  from  Mons.  —  - to  the  - 

Agent  for  Prisoners  at  Norman'Gross. 

“'  The  sacred  books,  which  have  been  delivered  to 
the  prisoners,  are,  for  the  most  part  preserved  and 

respected,  as  they  deserve  to  be.  Messrs.  - , 

- — ,^Scc.  to  whom  the  Bibles  were  given,  have 

told  me,  that  they  derive  the  greatest  consolation  ^ 
from  them;  and  they^ffer  their  thanks  to  those  pious 
and  charitable  persons  who  have  taken  a  pleasure  in 
imparting  to  them  the  Word  of  God,  in  a  situation 
in  which  the  s&ul  has  so  much  need  of  comfort. 
Thus,  Sir,  the  effect  produced  by  these  books  is  such 
as  all  Christian  souls  could  desire.” 

Prom  a  Correspondent,  near  Chatham. 

As  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have 
honoured  me  with  the  charge  of  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  distribution  among 
the  prisoners  of  war  at  this  depot,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  give  some  account  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  distributed. 

‘‘  For  many  months,  numbers  of  the  prisoners  have 
luanifeeted  a  great  desire  to  read  the  Scriptures.  As 
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soon  as  I  found  this  to  be  the  case,  in  order  to  suppiy 
ihom  as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  books  being  too  cheap,  I  procured  one  vt 
two'  respectable  officers  on  board  of  each  ship,  and 
committed  to  their  care  a  few  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
to  lend  out  every  day  in  the  manner  of  circulating 
libraries.  This  plan  has  hitherto  answered  well,  for 
we  often  see  small  parties'  collected  together  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  ship,  and  one  engaged  in  reading 
to  the  rest.  But  in  proportion  as  the  Bible  is  known, 
the  desired  to  read  it  becomes  more  generalj  hence, 
in  addition  to  the  circulating  libraries,  when  I  find  a 
person,  who  expresses  a  strong  desire  to  possess  a  * 
a  Bible  or  Testament  of  his  own,  to  take  home  with 
him  to  his  nadve  country,  I  give  him  one. 

“  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  do  not 
fail  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  cartels  going  to 
France  with  invalids;  when  such  an  opportunity  of¬ 
fers,  I  give  to^each  invalid  a  Bible  or  a  Testament. 
With  respect  to'the  fruits  which  appear  at  present, 
in  addition  to  those  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter, 
the'  sacred  Scriptures  are  read  with  much'apparent 
attention,  and  I  doubt  not  with  much  real  benefit.  A 
few  days  ago  I  visited  the  general  hospital  ship,  and 
was  much  pleased  to  see  some  of  the  poor  dying  cap¬ 
tives  reading  the  Bible  as  they  lay  in  their  beds,  l 
have  letters  in  my  possession,  both  in  French  and 
German)  expressive  of  the  high  sense  of  gratitude 
which  many  of  those  feel  to  whom  the  bounty  of.  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  extended,” 
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■  I  have  been  happy  to  perceive,  of  late,  a  growing 
attention  to  the  religious  state  of  Abyssinia;  and  1' 
am  anxious  tn  promote  this  disposition  as.  much  a^ 
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possible,  in  the  hope  that  our  religjous  institutions, 
and  particularly  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety,  may  be  induced  to  direct  their  efforts  to  this 
quarter.  I  should  greatly  doubt  whether  there  (>9 
any  part’ of  tlie  world  where  these  efforts  are  more 
needed,  or  where  they  are  likely  to  be  attended  with 
more  immediately  beneficial  consequences.  “The 
Habassins,”  savs  Geddes,  in  his  Church  History  of 
Ethiopia,  hold  the  Scriptures  to  be  the  perfect 
rule  of  the  Christian  faith,  in  so  much  that  they  deny 
it  to  be  in  the  power  of  a  general  council  to  obi  ige 
people  to  believe  any  thing  as  an  article  of  failh^  with¬ 
out  an  express  warrant  from  thence*”  (p.  31.)>  But 
while  the  Abyssinians  do,  with  our  own  church, 
maintain  this  cardinal  point  of  the  sufficiency  of  the. 
Scriptures  as  a  rule  of  faiths  it  appears,  from  the  con¬ 
current  testimony  of  all  la<e  travellers,  that  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  have  become' exceedmgly  rare  among 
them.  Even  in  their  churches  it  is  seldom  that  a 
complete  copy  is  to  be  found;  and  among  the  great 
body  of  tne  people,  few  possess  even  a  fragment  of  a 
Bible.  One  of  the  causes,  doubtless,  is,  that  religion 
is  at  a  low  ebb  among  theml.  But  this  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  an  effect  as  well  as  a  cause  of  the  evil  in 
question.  Where  the  art  of  printing,  is-  unknown, 
and  volumes  of  such  size  must  be  transcribed  In  or¬ 
der  to  be  possessed,  however  chc  zeal  of  individuals 
may,  foi^  a  time,  multiply  copies,  yet  experience 
proves  that  this  source  of  supply  will  ever  be  Inade¬ 
quate  to  the  wants  of  a  people. 

In  the  case  of  a  nation,  however,^^  circuiAstanccd  as 
the  Abyssinians  now  are,  there  arc  peculiarly  strong 
inducements,  for  giving  them  the  Bible.  They.are 
net  only  Christians  in  name^^  but  their  national  creed 
appears  in  the  main  to  he  scripturaK  Add  to  this, 
that  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures  has  always  been 
held  by  them  to  be  paramount  to  every  other;  but 
that  they  do  not  possess*  the  means  of  .  knowing  what 
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if  is  which  this  authority  enjoins^  To  such  a  peo¬ 
ple,  what  can  be  conceived  a- greater  benefit  than  the 
circulating  among  them  of  the  Word  of  God?  And' 
would  not  such  a  gift  be  likoly  to  produce  something, 
of  the  effect  upon  them  which  the  discovery  of  the 
lost  book  of  the  law  had  upon  King  Josiah? 

It  rhust-operate  as  a  further  encouragement  to  cur 
religious  societies  to  exert  themselves  in  favour  of 
Abyssinia,  that-it  furnishes,  perhaps,  the  easiest  me- 
dium  of  access  into  the  very  heart  of  Africa.  The 
intercourse  between  Abyssinia  and  some  of  the  great' 
r-ities  on  the  Niger  is  said  to  be  constant.  Saturate 
Abyssinia  with  scriptural  light,  and,  through  the  Di¬ 
vine  blessiig,: we  may  hope  that  it  w’ill  stream  even.' 
into  that  region  of  darkness. 

The  hope  that  great  good  will  arise  from  such  ex¬ 
ertions,  in  favour  of  Abyssinia,  as  are  here  recom¬ 
mended,  is  strengthened  by  a  reference  to  the  page 
of  history,  .which  shews  us  not  only  that  there  has  ex¬ 
isted  in  the  government  of  that  country,  and  at  no 
remote  period,  a  strong  desire  (not  well  directed  in¬ 
deed,)  to  extend  the  ihiltience  of  Christianity;  but 
that  the  body  of  the  people  could  be  induced,  by  no 
severity  of  suffering,  to  submit  to  the  uuscriptural 
authority,  or  adopt  the  unscriptural  practices,’ of  the 
Itomish  Church. 

A  letter  of  David  Emperor  of  Ethiopia,  to' King 
John  III.  of  Portugal,  dated  in  1524,  has  been  pre¬ 
served,  and  another  to  the  Pope,  of  the  sanne  date. 
These  letter^  commence,  “In  the  name  of  God,  the 
Father  Almighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  • 
all  things  visible  and  invisible;  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  who  was  the  same  with  him 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  who  is  light  of 
light,  and  very  God  of.  very  God;  and  in,  the  name 
of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  is  true  God,  and  pro*  • 
ceedeth  from  the  Father.*’  ' 

To  the  King  of  Portugal,’ David  thus  writes:—- 

“•O.  lord  my  brother  king,  attend  and  apply  your- 
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self  to  the  friendship  that  was  begun  betwixt  us  by 
your  futherf  and  do  not  neglect  to  send  letters  and 
aiiil)assadors  to  us  fre(|uently;  for  I  am  extremely 
desirous  to  receive  them  from  you,  as  from  my  bro¬ 
ther:  and  since  we  are  both  Christians,  and  the  Ma¬ 
hometans,  though  wicked,  are  still  in  peace  with  all 
of  their  own  sect,  it  is  fit  it  should  be  the  same  be¬ 
twixt  us.  And  I  do  declare,  that  for  the  future  I 
will  receive  no  embassy  from  the  king  of  Egypt,  nor 
from  any  of  those  kingdoms  which  have  formerly 
sent  ambassadors  to  us,  nor  from  any  other  king  but 
only  from  your  highness,  from  whom  I  do  .earnestly 
desire  to  have  them  come;  for  the  Mahometan  kings, 
by  reason  of  the  difference  that  is  betwixt  us  ini^reji- 
gion,  do  never  look  upon  me  as  their  friend,  and  do 
only  pretend  to  have  a  kindness  for  me,  that  they  may 
trade  with  the  more  conveniency  and  security  within 
my  dominions,  from  whence  they  draw  great  profit, 
exporting  yearly  great  quantities  of  gold,  whereof 
they  are  extremely  cov^etous;  while  at  the  same  time 
they  have  no  real  friendship  for  me,  for  which  reason 
I  take  no  pleasure  in  their  gain;  but  this,  having  been 
a  custom  of  my  ancestors,  was  to  be  endured;  though, 
after  all,  the  only  thing  that  hinders  me  from  making 
war  upon  them,  and  confounding  them,  is  the  fear  of 
provoking  them  thereby  to  violate  and  destroy  the 
temple  of  Jerusalem,  where  the  sepulchre  of  Christ 
is,  which  God  hath  been  pleased  to  leave  in  the  hands 
of  those  filthy  Mahometans,  and  to  demolish  the 
churches  that  are  in  Egypt- and  Syria.  This  is  the 
only  cause  v/hy  I  do  not  invade  and  conquer  them, 
which  I  am  sorry  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  do. ' 

‘‘  O  king,  I  can  by  no  means  rejoice  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  kings  of  Europe,  who,  as  I  am  informed,  do  not 
agree  in  one  heart,  but  are  at  war  one  with  another, 
lie  you  all  unanimous,  and  in  friendship  one  with 
another.  For  my  own  part,  had  I  a  Christian  king 
in  my  neighbourhood,  I  would  never  be  absent  from 
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him.  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  of  these  m.ntter*, 
nor  what  to  do»  since  God  seems  to  have  ordained 
things  to  be. as  they  are.” 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  letter  to  the 
Pope: —  ■ 

“  I  must  expostulate,,  with  you,  holy  father:  why 
do  you  not  exhort  the  Christian  kings,  your  sons,  to. 
lay  down  their  arms,  as  becomes  brethren,  and  to 
agree  among  themselves;  seeing  they  are  all  your 
sheep,  and  you  are  their  pastori  Your  holiness  is  not 
ignorant  of  the  gospel- commands,  and  of  its  having 
said,  *A  kingdom  tlivided  against  itself  cannot  stand, 
but  will  become  desolate.*  For  if  those  kings  would 
but  all  join  together,  they  would  quickly  destroy  all 
the  -Mahometans,  and  with  ease  demolish  the  sepul¬ 
chre  of  dreir  false  prophet.  Apply  ycursclf therefore 
to  this,  holy  father,  that  so  there  may  be  a  firm  peace 
and  confederacy  established  among  them,  and  exhort 
them  to  assist  us,  who  are  besieged  on  all  sides  by 
wicked  Mahometans  and  Meors.  The  Turks  and 
Moors  can  assist  one  another,  and  their  kings  and 
rulers  do  all  agree  together:  I  have  a  Mahometan 
for  my  neighbour,  who.  is  constantly  supplied  with 
arms,  horses,  and  all  military  weapons, by  princes  of 
his  own  sect,  namely,  the  king^  of  India^  Persia,  ami 
Egypt.  This  is  a  great  mortification  to  me,  to  sec 
the  enemies  of  the  Christian  religion  enjoy  peace> 
and  live  together  like  brethren;  and  at  tlie  same  time,- 
tO;  see  Christian  kings,  my  brethren,  not  in  the  least 
concerned  at  the  injuries  I  endure;  not  one  of  them 
offering  to  succour  me  as  becomes  a  Christian,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  filthy  sons  of  Mahomet  are  always- 
ready  to  succour  one  another:  not  that  I  desire  any 
soldiers  of  them,  for  I  have  enough  of  my  own,  and 
to  spare;  but  all  that  I  desire  of  them,  is,  only  their 
prayers  and  supplications,  and  your  holiness*  and  my 
brethren’s  favour.  The  reason  why  I  want- your 
friendship,  is,  that  I  may  be  furnished  by  you  with 
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such  things  as  are  necessarj'  to  terrify  tKe  Mahonae- 
tans,  the  enemies  of  the  name  of  Christ;  and  that  my 
neighbours  may  be  made  sensible  of  my  being  fa¬ 
voured  by  the  Christian  kings,  niy  brethren,  and  of 
their  being^ready  to  assist  me  whenever  there  shall 
be  occasiob;*  which  would  be  much  for  the  honour  of 
all  of  us  that  are  of  the  same  faith  and  religion,  and 
do  intend  to  persist  therein. 

“God  fulfil  your  desires  to  the  praise  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  of  God  our  Father,  who  is  praised  through 
ail  ages.  And  you,  my  lord  and  holy  father,  with  all 
the  saints  of  Christ  at  Rome,  embrace  me;  and  let  all 
my  subjects,  and  all  that  dwell  in  Ethiopia,  be  received 
with  the  same  embraces;  and  let  thanks  be  returned 
to  Christ  with  your  spirit.** 

The  only  use  which  the  King  of  Portugal  and  the 
Pope  made  of  this  intercourse  with  Abyssinia,  was 
to  attempt  to  reduce  them  to  the  obedience  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Pontiff.  Splendid  missions  were  sent  thither 
with  that  view,  and  these  missions  were  supported 
by  Portuguese  troops.  For  a  time,  one  of  the  Abys¬ 
sinian  emperors  was  brought  under  the  Romish  yoke; 
and  he  laboured,  with  the  aid  of  the  Portuguese  for¬ 
ces,  to  impose  the  same  yoke  on  the  necks  of  his  sub¬ 
jects.  A  long  and  bloody  civil  war  was  the  conse¬ 
quence,  in  which,  though  the  emperor  was  always 
successful,  yet  he  made  no  progress  in  reconciling  his 
subjects  to  the  church  of  Rome.  At  length,  disgusted 
with  the  insolence  of  the  Romish  missionaries,  and 
shocked  by  a  view  of  the  misery  and  desolation  v/hich 
his  adherence  to  them  had  brought  on  his  country, 
he  at  length  decreed  to  drive  them  out  of  Abyssinia, 
and  to  restore  the  religion  of  the  land  to  its  former 
footing.  This  was  thedast  act  of  the  *Einperor*s  life, 
and  happened  about  the  year  1663. 

His  sou,  Seltem  Saged,  was  assailed  by  the  Romish 
Patriarch,  with  the  most  persevering  importunity,  to 
restore  him  to  the  possession  of  the  power  of  which 
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he  had  been  deprived.  The  reply  of  "the  young 
prince  throws  much  light 'on  the  religious  state  of 
Abyssinia  at  the  time  these  events  look  place  in  that 
country.  It  is  as  follows: 

‘‘The  letter  of  Seltem  Saged,  cometh  to  the  Patri¬ 
arch,  with  the  peace  of  God# 

“My  Lord, 

“  Hear  what  v/e  say  and  write  to  you:  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  your  letter,  and,  do  understand  all  that  it  con¬ 
tains.  As  to  your  desiring  to  knr^w  why  w  have 
turned  you  out  of  the  post  wherein  God  and  the  em¬ 
peror  had  placed  you;  your  lordship  cannotbut  be 
sensible,  that  so  long  as  w^e  'were  under  our  father 
the  Emperor,  we  never  disobeyed  him  in  any  one 
thing;  nor  did  we  ever  so  much  as  open  our  mouth 
against  any  thing  that  he  did;  but  were  so  submissive 
to  him  in  all  things,  that  we  never  said,  I  will  have 
this,  or  I  will  have  that;  or  I  like  this,  or  dislike  that; 
insomuch,  that  I  do  not  remember,  that  during  his 
life,  I  ever  did  any  thing  of  my  own  head,  but  did 
still  what  he  commandecl  me.  As  to  the  business  of 
your  religion,  our  soul  never  entered  into  its  councils, 
neither  did  we  ever  join  with  any  counsellors  either 
to  build  it  up,  or  destroy  it.  We  need  not  be^  told, 
that  the  Eniperor  sent  for  your  lordship,  and  that  the 
fathers  likewise  canje  with  his  consent;  as  we  need 
not,  that  ever  since  your  coming  he  has  been  continu¬ 
ally  embroiled  in  wars  for  endeavouring  to  establish 
your  faith;  fighting  sometimes  with  his  sons,  and  at 
other  times  with  his  slaves,  whom  he  had  raised  from 
the  dunghill  to  great  honours:  in  so  much  that,  from 
the  first  hour  we  were  able  to  bear  arms,  we  have 
never  done  any  thing  but  fight  in  obedience  to  our 
father’s  commands,  which  we  always  obeyed.  After 
the  battle  I  had  in  the  beginning  of  this  winter  with 
Ognadega,  oiir  learned  monks  and  people  havin;  as¬ 
sembled  themselves  together  in  the  camp,  took  th^ 
confidence  to  tell  my  father  their  thoughts  freely  in 
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the  following  words;— -‘Sir,  how  long  are  we  to  be 
plagued  thus,  and  td  tire  ourselves  about  things  that 
are  good  for  nothing?  We  desire  to  know,  when  we 
are  to  give  over  fighting  with  our  kuisfolks  and  bre¬ 
thren;  or  cutting  our  right  hand  off  with  our  left?*  ' 
What  great  difference  is  there  betwixt  the  Roman 
faith  and  ours?  For  do  they  of  Rome  teach,  that 
there  are  two  natures  in  Christ;,  and  have  not  we  al¬ 
ways  believed  Snd  taught  the  same,  in  affirming  that 
our  Lord  Christ  is  perfect  God  and  perfect  man;  per¬ 
fect  man  as  to  his  humanity,  and  perfect  God  as' to 
his  divinity?  But  whereas  these  his  two  natures  are 
not  separated,  his  divinity  being  united  to  the  ffesh, 
and  not  separated  from  it,  and  his  flesh  to  the  divini¬ 
ty;  we  do  not  for  that  reason  affirm  them  to  be  two, 
but  one;  being  made  so  out  of  two  causes,  and  that 
not  so  as  to  confound  and  mix  those  natures  in  their 
beings;  but  on  the  account  of  their  being  one  and  the 
same  principle,  we  call  thent  by  the  name  of  that 
union;  so  that  our  controversy  with  them  in  this  mat¬ 
ter  is  of  small  importance:  neither  was  it  the  cause 
of  our  having  had  so  much  fighting,  but  it  was  be¬ 
cause  they  denied  us  the  blood  in  the  comtnunion, 
notwithstanding  Christ  has  told  us  positively  in  his 
Gospel,  that  unless;  we  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man, 
and  drink  his  Uopd,  you  shall  not  inherit  eternal  life. 
And  notwithstandiag  that  Christ  himself,  when  he 
instituted  the  sacrament,  after  haying  given  his  body 
to  his  disciples,  and  received  it  himself,  did  not  say, 
‘The  blood  is  in  my  flesh  which  I  have  given  you;* 
but  on  the  contrary,  he  said,  ‘Take  and  drink,  and 
divide  it  among  you:*  his  di>'>ciples  doing  as  he  com¬ 
manded  them,  and  as  he  gave  them  to  understand  bF 
,  saying,  ‘Do  dtis  in  remembrance  of  me.*'  Neitter 
was  this  the  only  thing  that  discontented  the  p^ple.** 
-  &c. 

_  •  *  \  • 

‘‘For  these  and  divers  other  reasons,  the,  people 

far  and  near  were  much  discontented,  and  said  to  Ac 
Emperor,  ‘fiLear  what  we  have  to  say,  ahd'ei^^ 

Vofc.  II.  LI  . . 
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give  U3  leave  to  live  quietly,  or  knock  us  on.the  head, 
since  the  war  does  thicken  upon  us  When  the 

Err-peror  was  told  this  by  all  his  people,  he,  without 
our  joining  with  them  in  it,  jBnding  that  there  was  no 
other  way  to  quiet  theii'  Jtninds,  and  that  he  would 
not  be  able  to  punish  them  much  longer,  commanded 
his  counsellors  to  advise  together  what  was  best  to  bi 
dohe;  W’ho,  aftu'  a  serious  consult,  came  to  this  resc- 
.  lution,  that  the}'  must  all  return  to  4heir  ancient  reli¬ 
gion  and  customs* 

Your  lordship,  in  being  acquainted  W’ith  this,  will 

■  know  the  reason  why  you  were  tufneel  out  of  your 
place,  which  God  and  the  emperor  had  bestowed  on 

’  you;  and  that  the  very  same  emperor  that  sent  for 

■  your  lordship,  and  gave  you  your  authority,  was  the 
person  that  deprived  you  ot  it:  w'herefore  since  an 
Alexandrian  abuna  (bishop^  is  on  his  way  hither,  and 
he  has  sent  us  word,  that  he  cannot  be  in  the  same 
country  with  a  Roman  patriarch  and  fathers;  we  have 
ordered  you  to  repair  to  Fremona,  and  there  to  re¬ 
main.  As  to  what  your  lordship  now  offers,  which 
is,  that  if  the  people  of  Ethiopia  will  but  continue  in 
the  obedience  of  the  Roman  church,  you  will  dispense 
with  them  as  to  all  matters  which  are  not  contrar)’  to 
the  faith;  that  comes  too  late  now;  for  how  is  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  them  to  return  to  that  which  they  have  not 
only  forsaken,  but  do  abominate,  now  they  have  had 
a  taste  of  their  old  religion  again?  For  can  a  grown 
man  be  bom  again,  or  enter  a  second  time  into  his 
mother’s  womb?  Your  lordship  further  desires, 

we  would  assemble  our  learned  men  to  dispute  with 
you  before  we  depart,  about  matters  of  faith:  this 
ought  also  to  have  been  done  in  the  beginning;  be¬ 
sides,  is  that  cause  like  to  be  supported  by  arguments, 
which  has  been  maintained  hitherto  only  by  force  and 
violence?  By  taking  estates  from  some,  and  throwing 
others  into  prison,  and  punishing  others  more  severe- 
,  ly;  and  that  for  no  other  reason,  but  because  they 
would  not  embrace  your  faith?  And  as  if  that  had 
>t  been  sufficient,  you  have  dragged  great  multitudes 
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out  of  the  deserts,  who  would  have  been  contented  to 
have  lived  there  upon  herbs,  and  confined  them  to 
prisons;  nay,  the  poor  people  that  would  hare  been 
jjIa  J  to  have  buried  themselves  in  caves,  not  having 
escaped  your  persecution;  Now  what  a  barbarity 
v/ould  it  be,  to  go  and  tease  poor  people  wdth'  argu* 
ments,  who  have  suffered  so  much  in  deserts  and  ba¬ 
nishments?  It  would  certainly  be  a  very  unjust  thing, 
both  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man*  As  to  your  lord-  . 
ship^s  desiring  to  have  a  Portuguese  guard  to  attend 
you,  that  cannot  be;,  but  we  shall  appoint  a  veiy  ho¬ 
nest  man,  and  who  has  a  .great  train  of  servants  to 
convey  your  lordship,  and  all  your  goods  in  safety,  to, 
the  place  whither  you  are  to  go/!' 

The  Romish  Patriarch,  however,  persisting  in  his 
attempts  to  recover  his  power,  the  Emperor  sent  him 
another  letter,  ia  which  is  the  following  passage. 

We  must  tell  you,  that  now  your  expulsion  is  de¬ 
termined,  it  is  to  no  purpose  to  allege  re^ons  why 
you  cannot  _go;  and  that  if  you  should  shuffle  any 
longer  with  our  orders,  it  will  be  your  ruin#  Have 
we  taken  any  thing  from  you  that  you  have  ^t  in 
Ethiopia,  that  you  should  disobey  us,  and  say  you 
will  not  go?  This  is  not  right#  Begone,  therefore, 
without  making  any  further  reply  or  excuse;  your 
expulsion  being  determined,  as  you  will  understand 
by  the  order  you  will  receive.'* 

It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  warmly  interested  In  the 
destinies  of  this  people,  and  to  desire  and  pray  that 
iheir  constancy,  in  resisting  the  papal  yoke,  and  main¬ 
taining  the  paramount  ,  authority  of  the  Scriptures, 
may  be  rewarded  by  an  influx,  in  these  latter  days, 
of  scriptural  ligh^,  which  may  make  that  country  the 
means  of  enlightening  the  adjacent  regions  of  Africa 
and  Asia,  lying  at  present  in  the  depth  of  Moham- 
metan  darkness.  I  know  no  project  which  has  been 
entertained  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
numerous  and  excellent  as  have  been  their  projects 
of  beneficence,  which  promises  a  richer  harvest  of 
blessings  than  that  of  giving  the  pure  word  of  God 
-o  the  millions  of  Abyssinia.  I  am,  &c.  S. 


MR;  M‘ 

MARKB. 

(Contintied  from  page  320.) 

Mr.  M‘Henry  is  unable  to  answer  the  question^ 
who  was  the  author  of  the  Useful  Discovery?  and 
surely  no  person  ever  asked  him  to  answer  it.  The 
editors,  at  least,  have  never  been,  nor  are  they  now 
inquisitive  on  that  subject  When  it  is  known  that 
the  manuscript  was  inclosed  to  a  Methodist  preacher, 
who  wrote  the  introductory  advertisement  prefixed 
to  the  work;  that  Mr.  William  Thompson,  at 
that  time  a  circuit  rider,  took  the  MS.  to  the 
printers  in  Danville,  contracted  for  its  publica¬ 
tion,  received  the  pamphlets,  and  then  carried 
them  through  his  circuit  for  sale;*  that  Methodists, 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  were  in  no  small  de¬ 
gree- industrious  in  making  sales  of  the  work;  that 
when  the  Danville  edition  had  been  sold  off,  and  ano¬ 
ther  edition  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  farther  il¬ 
lumination  of  the  public,  the  republication  was 
effected  by  the  agency  of  Doctor  C.  W.  Cloud — and 
that,  too,  when  a  friendly  effort  was  made  for  its 
prevention,  by  a  Calvinistic  preacher,  who,  anxious 
to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  good  will  be- 
tvyeen  the  Calvinistic  and  Antl-Calvinistic  parties, 
addressed  that  gentlentan  personally  on  the  subject; 
that  1000  copies  of  this  abominable  production  were 
nevertheless  printed,  and  circulated  every  where 
through  our  country:— and,  lastly,  that  this  very  pub¬ 
lication  has  indirectly  received  the  sanction  of  Mr. 
M*Hcnry*8  name,  who  has  said,  “The  reader  may 
take  it  just  as  he  finds  it;”  thereby  tolerating  and  au¬ 
thorising  its  dissemination  and  perusal.  Yes,  when 
all  this.  18  known,  it  would  be  matter  of  no  import 
tance  to  inquire  who  wrote  it.  Too  much,  alas,  is 
already  known  on  this  disagreeable  subject;  indeed, 
much  more  than  we  ever  wished  to  have  published, 
had  we  not  been  compelled  to  do  it  by  the  intempe¬ 
rate  assault  of  our  author. 

Whether  Mr.  McHenry  meant  to  drop  a  hint 
which  might  lead  to  a  discovery  of  the  author,  by 

^  Since  our  last  number  was  published,  we  find  that  Mr. 
Thompson  was  at  that  time  really  a  circuit  r  ider.  We  take 
this  opportunity  to  state,  that  Mr.  Harris  bad  no  concern  in 
Mi\  M'Henry’s  publication.  Our  information  was  incorrect* 
and  it  is  with  much  pleasure  we  rectify  an  error  which,  in  any 
degree,  affected  the  feelings  of  that  worthy  gentleman. 


HENRIf’S  BE- 
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what  is  oifere.%  p.  17,.  18,  in  palliation  of  the  gross 
things  advanced  by  the  author  of  the  Useful  Disco¬ 
very,  on  the  score  of  money  preaching,  we  cannot 
'pretend  to  know. 

Might  not  such  a  cite  have  considered  that  peradven- 
“  ture  the  author  of  the  Useful  Discovery  adverted  to  some  in- 
“  stance  wherein  a  minister  had  left  one  congregation,  in 
whose  .service  he  lived,  and  could  have  continued  to  live  • 
CDPufortably,  and  gone  to  another  for  no  other  visible  reason 
bat  because  He  would  there  get  more  money?  Or  had  held 
out  an  idea  that  he  was  resolved  to  remove  when  the  term 
of  his  contract  expired  till  his  salary  was  handsomely  aug- 
mented?  Or  having  had  a  plantation  as  well  as  a  ‘neat  annual 
“  stipend*  given  to  him  by  a  congregation,  after  a  few  years, 

“  had  sold  it  and  left  them?  And  might  not  that  ‘charity 
which  l^apeth  all  things*  have  hoped  that  the  obnoxious  sen*  * 
“  tence  resulted  from  the  indignation  which  a  recollection  of 
“  such  conduct  excited,  and  was  not  intended  as  a  reflection  * 
“  on  all  ministers  who  live  by  the  gospel?’* 

Be  that  as  it  may,  we  have  no  hesitation  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  allusion  thus  made,  at  once  unfounded 
and  illiberal.  Indeed,  it  is  to  us  matter  of  astonish¬ 
ment,  that  a  person  of  Mr.  McHenry’s  acknowledged 
reputation  could  have  stooped  to  make  it,  and  espe¬ 
cially  that  he  should  have  done  so  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when  he  was  preaching  a  divine  charity  to  the 
editors.  If  this  gross  and  unmanly  insinuation  were  . 
intended  to  apply  to  one  of  the  editors,  as  it  is  pre-  * 
sumed  it  was,  we  take  the  liberty  to  inform  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  that  the  tale,  however  apposite,  is  altogether  .* 
destitute  of  truth.  A  copy  of  the  subscription  for 
that  clergyman’s  services,  which  was  furnished  by 
the  agents  of  the  congregation,  is  now  before.us,  and 
shews  that  the  stipend,  so  significantly  hinted  at  by 
the  gentleman, amounted  to  the  precise  sum  of  Si 29 
in  cash,  and  S  14  in  property;  nor  has  the  whole  of 
that  sum,  small  as  it  is,  ever  been  collected.  And  as 
to  the  plantation  said  to  have  been  giyen  to  him,  and 
afterwards  wickedly  sold  by  him  when  he  deserted 
the  charitable  donors,  .we  beg  leave  to  state,  that  it 
was  improved  by  the  incumbent  to  an  amount  ex-* 
ceeding  its  rents,  and  that  it  was,  upon  his  leaving  it, 
given  up  to  the  trustees  of  the'  congregation,  and  by 
them  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  original  purchasers. 

So  that  the  incumbent  neither  lived  comfortably 
^ot  more  moneys  nor  sold  a  filantation  not  his  ov^n^ 
nor  left  the  fieofile  to  go  in  quest  of  better  stipends  ' 
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f-oritv/herc  t  lsi\  Or  if  this  masked  attirck  bo  de* 
[  sV^ned  to  cper?.te  on  the  reputation  of  some  other 
Presbyterian  clergyman  in  our  country^  we  are  bold 
to  affirm,  that  the  ifiipiitation  will  be  found,  on  inqui¬ 
ry,  to  be  equally  destitute  of  truth. . ,  The  author  ©f 
the  Useful  -  Discovery,  therefore,  had  nothing  to 
TTOvc  his  indignation^  ov  excite  his  abuse,  and,  of 
course,  to  exercise  towards  him  that  charity  which 
^^rejoiceth  nyt  in  inic^uity,’’  would  have  been  a  tres¬ 
pass  on  propriety  and  truth. 

The  author  of  the  Dagon  of  Calvinism,  we  are  at 
length  informed,  is  a  Mr.  Elias  Smith,  of  Connecti¬ 
cut.  So  far  as  the  merit  of  the  case  is  concerned,  it 
is  of  little  consequence  who  wrote  ^this  infameus 
piece  of  doggerel;  inasmuch  as  the  responsibility  of 
publication  devolves .  upon  the  editor  and  printer, 
who  are  Methodists,  and  upon  the  Methodist  church 
at  Cincinnati,  who  have  not,  as  far  as  appears  to  us, 
inflicted  the  slightest  censure  upon  them  for  pub¬ 
lishing  it.  But,  allowing  Mr.  Smith  to  be  the  au¬ 
thor,  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  there  exists  a  ve¬ 
ry  surprising  sympathy  between  certain  persons  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Methodist  church,  and  those  errorists 
who  assail  the  doctrines  of  Calvinism.  For,  who  is 
Elias  Smith?  An  jlrian  or  Socinian  Baptist — and, what 
is  more,  a  man  who  has  repeatedly  attacked  Metho¬ 
dists  themselves,  their  book  of  Discipline,  and  their 
much  revered  founder,  John  Wesley,with  great  seve¬ 
rity  of  stricture,  in  his  paper,  entitled,  The  Herald  of 
Gospel  Liberty.  Take  an  example  or  two.  In  one  pas¬ 
sage,  he  remarks  concerning  them,  <Ht  is  my  design 
to  review  this  20  year  old  beast,  which  changes  its 
appearance  every  four  years,  and  dissect  it  in  every’’ 
part,  as  far  as  possible,  and  t^refiare  the  bones  for  the 
anatomy  of  Anti-Christ  In  miniature y  after  noticing 
the  ravages  made  among  the  innocent  by  this  beast- 
of  firey.***  In  another  .plarce,t  after  glancing 
severely  at  the  office  and  doings  of/. the  bishops 
and  local  '  preachers,  he  speaks  of  the  other^ 
preachers  in  the  following  manner:  ‘‘The  cir¬ 
cuit  preachers,  like  the  ancient  Jesuits,  are  oblig-- 
cd  to  preach  as  their  masters  direct,  and  to  turn  out 
whom  they  please,  and  receive  such  as  they  think 
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nropor:  anil  shew  the  people  that  their  tUscipliiie  is 
of  more  importance  than  the  scriptures  of  truth. 
The  presidino;  elders,  like  Uie  rural  deans  in  Enjij- 
lancl,  are  appointed  to  keep'the  other  clergy  in  or¬ 
der,  and  see  that  they  attend  to  their  circuits;  to  at¬ 
tend  cainp-mcetings  io  make  Methodists), 

where,  by  outcries,  swinging  their  hands,  rubbing 
and  clapping  them — they  lead  the  uninfornried  to  say, 
as  the  ignorant  did  of  Simon  of  Samaria,  “These 
men  are  the  great  power  of  Goil;”  for  they  give 
themselves  out  to  be  some  great  ones.’*  Such  are 
SIcthodists,  according  to  the  author  of  Dagon,  and 
ceitiinly  nobody  will  envy  them  the  portrait!  The 
fact  speaks  as  much  as  a  volume.  When  the  Soci- 
nian  in  Ne>v-Englancl  makes  a  rude  and  low  attack 
upon  the  tenets  of  Calvinists,  and  even  slanders'them 
ministers  with  the  horrid  crime  of  preaching  for 
money,  and  not  the  cure  of  souls;  such  is  the  affinity 
between  him  and  certain  Methodists  in  Kentucky^ 
that  his  wretched  abuse,  his  unworthy  defamation, 
is  at  *once  adopted  by  them,  and  played  off  against 
Western  Calvinists,  as  a  formidable  instrurnent  of 
Anti-Calvinistic  annoyance.  Yet,  humiliating  as  this 
really  was  to  Methodism  itself,  and  unjust  as  it  was 
to  other  sects  of  carisii?ms,  no  censure  whatever,. as 
far  as  we  h?  ve  been  able 'to  discover,  has  ever  been 
inflicted  on  those  who  were  tbe  unwortl:^^  authors  of 
this  mischief.  So  far  from  this, .that  their  crime  is 
extenuated,  the  slanders  uttered  against  Calvinism 
justified,  and  even  the  odious  charge  against  the 
Calvinistlc  clergy,. for  money  preachii:igy  is  palliated. 
Our  author  says: —  , 

**  And  were  writing  the  above  quoted  sentences  the  only 
“  crime  of  the  author  of  Dagon,  might  not  something  be 
“  thought  of  in  palliation  of  it  by  a  mind  that  was  solicitous  not 
“  to  criminate  too  rigidly?  Might  it  not  be  recollected  that  he 
**  lived  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,,  where  a  certain  Calvinistic 
sect  is  (or  was  some  years  ago)  established  by  lawj  whence 
**  it  had  possibly  happened,  for  sooth,  that  a  civil  officer  had 
compelled  him  now  and  then  to  puli  out  bis  purse  to  pay  for 
the  preaching  of  doctrines  which  be  did  not  believe?** 

Who  could  have  thought  that  such  a  tnan  as  Mr. 
]M‘Henry  could  have  invoked  a  divine  charity  wuth 
reference  to  the  unworthy  author  of  Dagon,  or  the 
odious  passages  cited  by  us  from  his  work?  Or  who 
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could  have  believed  that  the  just  censure  past  by 
the  editors  upon  the  author,  for  deliberate  wicked¬ 
ness  in  writings  a  book  fraught  with  falsehood  and 
calumny,  could  have  been  resolved  by  any  man, 
much  less  by  Mr.  McHenry, -into  a  want  of  charity, 
and  an  undue  solicitude  to  criminate?  We  confess  wo 
cpuld  not.  But,  since  the  gentlemrai  assumes  the 

-  character  and  attitude  of  casuist,  we  will  give  him 
our  solemn  pledge,  that  when  he  shall  have  made  it 
fairly  out,  that  bearing  false  witness  against  a  neigh¬ 
bour  is  no  breach  of  the  moral  law;  that  s/ieakin^  evil 
of  a  brother  and  judging  a  brother  is  no  offence 

*  against  Christian  morality;  and  that  he  who  doeth  evil 
to  his  neighbour  and  tdketh  up,  a  reproach  against 
his  neighbour^  is  worthy  to  abidcin  the  tabernacle  of 
the  Lord^  and  abide  in  his  holy  hill^  we  will  be  among 
the  first  to  think  favourably  of  the  author  of  Dagon, 
and  even  admit  his  Christianity  to  be  genuine  and 
unsuspected. 

As  to  the  ground  of  apology  offered  for  him  by 
this  writer,  that  he  lived  in  Connecticut,^  where  a 
'certain  Calvinisiic  sect  is  or  was  established  by^lawy 
and  was  compelled  to  pull  out  hia  purse  and  pay  for 
the  preaching  of  doc  trine  s'' which  he  did  not  believcy 
it  happens  to  be  entirely  without  its  use  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  case;  for  this  plain  reason,  that  it  is  not  the  fact. 
For  neither  did  Elias  Smith  live  in  Connecticut, 
ncr  was  the  Caivinistic  sect  ever  so  established  by 
law  in  that  state,  as  that  a  single  cent  was  ever 
wrung  from  the  unwilling  purse  of  this  injured  man, 
for  the  preaching  of  doctrines  which  he  did  not  bc- 
.iieve. 

Though  we  had,  in  the  most  implicit  manner, 
stated  ounbelief  that  the  great  body  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church  had  not  participated  in  the  diffusion  of 
these  odious  publications,  Mr.  McHenry  seems  very 

-  solicitous  to  make  it  out,  that  the  preachers  in'that 
society  could  havo  made  no  part  of  our  exception, 
and  that,  if  we  could  have  put  down  the  preachers, 
we  would  then  be  at  peace  with  the  great  body  of : 
the  Metliodist  Episcopsl  church.  Not  to  say  how 
little  this  insinuation-rescmbles  the  style  of  candour 
and  charity,  w^e  would  be  glad  to  know  how  it  was 
possible  for  the  editors  to  have  excluded  the  Methc- 
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dist  preachers,  when  their  exception  ran  in  favour  of 
the  great  body  of  that  church.  Can  there  be  a  great 
body  of  any  church— can  there  be  a  church  at‘  all 
without  its  preachers?  We  apprehend  there  cannot; 
and  this  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  shew,  that  the 
editors  are  rather  more  innocent  of  the  crime  of  co¬ 
veting  the  Methodistic  people,  than  the  gentleman 
himself  is  of  hypercritical  exactness  and  an  untbie 
degree  of^^solickude  to  criminate.’*  But  it  seems  we 
‘‘have  at  length  told  the  world,  with  unequivocal 
plainness,  who  those  persons  are.”  Ah,  indeedl  why 
then  taken  such  pains  to  make  out  the  charge  against 
us.  Where  is  it,  we  ask,  that  we  have  spoken  so 
plainly?  He  affects  to  quote  No.  7,  pp.  206,  207,  as 
the  place,  but  not  fairly— ^according  to  him,  it  is  as 
follows:—  /  ’  ^ 

“  And  they  have  at  length  told  the  world  with  unequivocal 
“  plainness  who  tliose  persons  are.  See  No.  7,  pages  206  and 
“  207.  ‘  We  know  now  exactly  Iiow  the  chain  of  Lorenzo 
D  jw,  the  address  of  tlie  Carnal  Crew,  and  other  performan- 
ces  of  equal  merit  and  utility,  obtained  .an  extensive  circulrf- 
“  tion  through  the  inethodist  churches.’  Pray  how  was  it? 

“  *  Tiie  travelling  preachers  carried  puckage.s  of  tliese  books 
'*  to  the  local  preachers,  to  be  vended  and  circulated.—- A  tra- 
“  veiling  preacher  could  he  so  wicked  as  to  hand  this  very 
•*  Dagon  of  Calvinism  to  the  printer,  and  be  active  in  distribu- 
ting  it,  when  printed,  to  all  the  brethren  assembled  at  Cin- 
•*  cinnati  from  at  least  two  states.’  ” 

The  passage,  as  we  wrote  it,  is  this:— 

“  We  know  now  exactly  how  the  chain  of  Lorenzo  Dow— 

‘‘  the  address  of  the  Carnal  Crew — and  other  performances  of 
“equal  merit  and  utility,  obtained, an  extensive  circulation 
“  through  the  Methodist  churches.  It  vjas  not  JtnoHvn  to  the 
•‘dignitaries  of  the  church,  that  the  travelling  preachers  carri- 
ed  packages  of  these  books  to  the  local  preachers,  to  be 
vended  and  circulated.  Ndr  it  ino%6n .  or  even  sutpccted 
“  that  a  travelling  preacher  could  be  so  wicked  as  to  hand  this 
“  very  Dagon  of  Calvinism  to  the  printer— and  be  active  in  dis- 
tributing  it,  when  printed,  to  all  the  brethren  assembled  at 
”  Cincinnati  from  at  least  two  stales.” 

Let  the  reader  compare  the  passage,  as.it  really 
is,  with  the  author’s  mutilated  quotation,  and  he  will 
see  that  his’^statements  are  to  be  received  with  some 
hesitation.  The  passage,  we  frankly  own,  is  far  from 
being  happily  expressed;  but  certain  it  is,  the  editors 
never  meant  to  assert  the  fa':.t  that  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers,  in  a  body,  were  the  persons  who  circulated  those 
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(Obnoxious  pamphlets,  for  this  plain  reason,  that  they" 
unequivocally  declared  the  very  reverse  in  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  their  publication.  The  passage^  was 
written  in  reply  to  what  Mr.  Burke  had  slated 
respecting  the  entire  ignoi’ance  of  certain  cha¬ 
racters  belonging  to  his  church,  with  reference  to 
the  publication  in  question;  and  was  designed  to 
express  no  more  than  this,  that  it  was  really  no  apo¬ 
logy  for  the  prevalence  of  offensive  publications,  to 
say  they  were  so  unknown.  To  put  tins  mat¬ 
ter  to  rest  forever,  we  now  state  it  explicitly  as 
our  opinion,  that  the  main  body  of  the  Methodist 
church,  with  its  clergy,  both  local  and  itinerant, 
have  had  no  share  in  disseminating  these  detestable 
productions.  It  is  the  dishonourable  work  of  some 
unworthy  members  or  sections  of  that  church,  and  it. 
is  but  right  that  they  should  be  publicly  known,  and 
treated  according  to  their  demerit 

In  pp.  41,  42,  our  author  has  some  strange  re¬ 
marks  with  reference  to  certain  other  performances 
alluded  to,  which,  so  far  as  they  are  at  all  intelligible,, 
are  evidently  designed  to  tl:row  a  shade  of  suspicion, 
upon  the  veracity  and  representations  of  the  editors. 
Though  it  is  nqi  expressed  in  so  many  words,  yet  it 
is  clearly  enough  implied,  that  there  were  no  such 
works  as  these  referred  to  by  us,  when  we  spoke  of- 
*^other  performances  of  equal  utility  and  impor¬ 
tance.’*  We  arc  sorry  to  be  so  often  pressed  by  this 
writer  into  the  exposition  of  facts,  which  we  sin-- 
cerely  wish  could  have  been  forever  concealed:  but,., 
as  we  must  come  out  in  every  allusion,  even  tbe- 
most  unimportant,  or  be  suspected  of  falsehood,  wc 
answer,  that  though  we  are  not  in  possession  of  the 
works  referred  to,  and  arc,  of  course,  unable  to  give 
titles  or  specify  particulars,  as .  to  several  fugitive 
tracts,  possessing  no  higher  merit  than  the  address 
of  the  Carnal  Crew,  and  the  Dagon  of  Calvinism; 
yet  there  is  one  of  these  unworthy  ‘  produc¬ 
tions  which  can  be  mentioned  with  certainty:  it  is. 
The  Female  Instructor^  or  the  Matron^ s  jidjlr ess  to 
her  Daughters^  which  the  editor  asserts  to  have  been 
the  product  of  a  female  pen;  but  which,  in  realityi 
was  the  w  ork  of  a  Methodist  preacher,  who,  at  or  a- 
bout  that  time,  was  a  circuit  rider.*  In  that  vulgar 

*  It  is  well  understood  that  it  was  not  the  production  of  a 
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5ind  iaclelicate  publication  the  Calvinistic  doctrines 
ai-e  libeled,  and  all  those  %vho  preach  them  calumni¬ 
ated  as  money  preachers.  Speaking  of-the  tendency 
oF  those  doctrines  towards  atheism,  the  author  ob¬ 
serves, 

“But  I  do  not  believe  that  our  old  parson) 
believes  deliberately  that  there  is  no  God;  he  be- 
jieves  as  he  has  been  taught;  and  that  is  how  to  get 
money  for  sermons;  hence  his  interest  lies  in  pleas¬ 
ing  the  people,  and  he  finds  a  great  many  more  who 
are  pleased  with  the  idea  of  doing  nothing,  than  he 
does  of  those  w-io  are  willing  to  “work  out  their  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,”  (were  he  not 
paid  he  would  not  preach  at  alI.)^Hence  we  see  all 
those  preachers,  whose  prcachingpersuade  the  elect 
there  is  nothing  for  them  to  do,  and  that  the  repro¬ 
bate  can  do  nothing,  have  crowded  congregations  to 
hear  them!  S  j  the  greatest  prospect  for  income,  is 
where  they  find  the  greatest  part  of  the  people  be¬ 
lieve  them.” 

-  Since  the  publication  of  the  forementioned  pamph¬ 
let,  two  others  of  a  similar  cast  have  appeared,  name¬ 
ly  the  Anodyne  Satire^**  from  the  press  of  J.  S, 
Collins,  a  Methodist,  in  Chiljicothe,  and  the  ^‘Scrl/i- 
tural  Creedy^*  which  was  printed  by  Mr.  M^Clean,  a 
methodist,  in  Lebanon.  Now  look  at  the  fact! 
Tiiousands  of  defamatory  pamphlets  arc  either  pub¬ 
lished  -or  republished  by  methodists  in  the  western 
country,  and  by  some  instrumentality,  which  can  be 
^one  other  than  methodistic,  are  scattered  in  almost 
^vefy  direction*.  We  s^^yacatteredy  for  it  is  a  fact  we 

lady.  Female  delicacy  would  have  been  shocked  at,  and  even 
anility  itself  been  disgraced  by  it.  It  is  thought,  and  indeed 
generally  said,  to  have  been  written  by  the  Rev.  VVm.  Thomp¬ 
son,  who  acted  so  industrious  a  part  in  tiic  publication  and  dis¬ 
semination  of  the  Useful  Discovery. 

*  If  we  suppose  there  were  published  1000  copies  of  Lo¬ 
renzo’s  Chain,  IQPO  of  the  Useful  Discovery,  1st  edition,  1000 
of  the  same  work,  2iid.  edition,  1000  of  the  Matron’s  Address^ 
1000  of  the  DagoH  of  Calv^sm,  1000  of  the  Anodyne  Satire, 
and  1000  of  the  Christian  (Med,  and  the  computation  does  not 
we  presume  exceed  the  reality,  there  will  be  an  aggregate  of 
7000  abusive  pamphlets,  circulated  by  irethodisls  of  the  west* 
country. 
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believe,  that  none,  of  those  pamphlet 9  lie  on  hand;  all ' 
are  diatribi^ted.  Though  we  exempt  the  better  pro¬ 
portion  oi  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  from  a  partici¬ 
pation  in  this  diBgraceful  agency,  still  it  is^cviclem 
at  first  blush,  that  the  persons  who  did  it  could  neither 
have  been  few  in  number,  nor  have  acted  without  sys¬ 
tematic  arrangement.  Now  all  these  strange  doings 
were  contrary  to  the  rule  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  were  divisive  and  indeed  immoral  and 
unchristian  in  their  tendency, yet  we  have  seen  no  per¬ 
son  censured  for  having  been  accessory  to  their  pub¬ 
lication.  What  else  then  could  have  happened  than 
that  Calvinists  would  sooner  or  later  complain.  Was 
such  a  course  of  things  to  be  interminable?  Were 
these  attempts  to  remain  forever  unresisted?  No; 
such  various  and  long-continued  aggression  was  al¬ 
together  insufferable,  and  could  not  fail  to  rouse  in 
the  bosoms  of  Calvinists  a  severer  feeling  than  was 
perhaps  justifiable,  or  '  proper;  and  produce 
a  resistance  no  less  unpleasant  to,  themselves^ 
than  wounding  totheiradversaries*  No  other  reme¬ 
dy  was  left  for  the  extirpation  of  the  evil.  If  Me¬ 
thodists  themselves  did  not  coerce  aggressions  of 
this  sort,  the  only  alternative  left  to  Calvinists  was 
to  remonstrate  against  them*  If  it  has  not  been 
done  in  the  best  spirit,  we  rfigret  the  event;  and  pray 
for  more  of  that  wisdom  %uhich  is  from  abovey  which 
is  fiurcy  t^eateablcy  easy  to  be  entreatedyfutt  qf  mer^ 
cy  and  good  y>orksy  without  fiarti^lity  and  without  hy 
fioerisy.  To  conclude  the  present  essay;  If  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church  will  do  her  duty  in  censuring  offenders  of 
this  sort,  and  preventing  the  publication  and  spread^ 
ing  of  swh  books,  the  matter  in  controversy  can  ea¬ 
sily  be  adjustedp  and  the  bars  to  a  brotherly  inter¬ 
course  easily  removed.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  she 
holds  hereafter  a  lait.reiD,  and  permits  the  western 
country  to  be  inundated  by  calumniating  and  highly 
indecorous  publications,  through  the. agency  other 
own  members,  there  mu^^be  an  end  to  all  fellow- 

Calvinistic  sects  of  this 


ship  between  them  and  t 
country  in  future. 


(  To  be  continued.} 


